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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  C H A P T E R F I V E Politics IN 1993, the following classiﬁed ads appeared in an issue of Home Education Magazine: HOUSE FOR LEASE on organic wilderness. . . . We homeschool our children (61⁄2 and 4) and would like to share farm activities/chores with another homeschooling family. You can even further develop one of the following cottage industries: market garden edible landscape nursery permaculture ; goat dairy cheese; natural colored wool-ﬁber artist; timber thinning-milling; guest cottages. Please send SASE to . . . Enlightened, intelligent, alternative-minded young woman needed. Midwife and homeschooling mother of four daughters, ages 31⁄2–11, and their father, are searching for the right person to join our family to assist in child care, housekeeping, and educating. . . . Nice home on quiet river in the woods. Primarily vegetarian health foods diet. . . . Write soon and tell us all about you. . . . National Homeschool Association advocates individual choice and freedom in education, serves those families who homeschool, and informs the general public about home education. Write for a free copy of the NHA newsletter. . . .1 Home Education Magazine (HEM) does for many unschooling types what The Teaching Home does for believers. Like TTH a bimonthly with a national circulation, HEM provides a public forum for the exchange of homeschooling information and lends a public face to the inclusive side of the movement. A large letters section in every issue enables readers from across the country to swap wisdom, and a “News Watch” column summarizes articles in the popular press to keep readers up-to-date on what the rest of the world is writing about home education. Another HEM column, “Taking Charge,” serves as a sort of ongoing instruction manual in homeschooling activism. In it, Wisconsin advocates Larry and Susan Kaseman analyze the changing face of homeschool politics and provide advice about how their readers should seek to ensure their homeschool freedoms. One column published in the winter of 1993, for example, was titled “A Manageable Approach to Political Action for 143 C H A P T E R F I V E Homeschooling.”2 Trailing over ﬁve pages, the column suggested that home schoolers make personal visits to their state legislators and attend local school board meetings as ways of maintaining the legitimacy of home schooling in the public eye. If each home schooler were to devote “perhaps 15 hours” to activism, the Kasemans pleaded, “we would be that much closer to . . . convincing people that homeschooling is one acceptable alternative among many as a way of raising children.” As part of their manageable approach to political action, the Kasemans’ column encouraged readers to participate in “statewide inclusive grassroots homeschooling organizations.” Just what they meant by inclusive was described in some detail. Such organizations believe that each family must make its own decisions about curriculum, approach to education, personal beliefs, lifestyle, etc. . . . Such organizations are usually careful not to take direction from people and/or organizations outside the state . . . [since] such outsiders may use and direct state organizations for outsiders’ own goals and in ways that are not in the best interest of the members and the homeschooling community. To help readers ﬁnd their way to inclusive groups, the Kasemans added that “a list of such organizations may be found in this magazine.” Sure enough, HEM had devoted two pages near the back of the issue to names and addresses of homeschool organizations across the country. The listing featured entries for organizations in thirty-nine states. Readers could be assured of the inclusive character of the organizations by reading the editorial note printed at the top of the listings: One of the most frequent requests we receive is from parents searching for “a good local support group.” Most people indicate that they are seeking a group which welcomes all homeschoolers, regardless of religious, philosophical , or educational preferences. Unfortunately, in recent years some groups have required adherence to a religious statement of faith as a prerequisite for membership or for holding ofﬁce within the group. . . . The groups listed below welcome a broad spectrum of homeschooling families. We will not list exclusivist or closed groups. As with the directory published in The Teaching Home, HEM’s listings represented only a select portion of organizations serving home schoolers at the grass roots. What differed were the selection criteria.3 By the early 1990s, home schoolers were divided into two quite different movement worlds. They read different publications, attended different 144 [3.237.89.120] Project MUSE (2024... 
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