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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  John Lockington, Wilmer “The Great” Fields, and Justice Pennell 85 Pennell and the Prime Minister We should have called ourselves the Nine-and-a-Halfs. – Larry Pennell I N THE SPRINGTIME, WITH THE PROMISE OF WARM WEATHER, Pennell and King had come to the conclusion that 1949 would be the best Brantford season since the war. Already they had Clayton Cooper lined up to catch. Cooper had a strong arm, and he could hit. And, in addition to pitcher Alf Gavey, the Hamilton native whom Pennell had recruited after arm trouble forced his release from the Cardinal organization, they hoped to use Gibbs, a junior just back from a stint in the pros. Normie Hann would play second, Art Hillman left ﬁeld, Lipka, who’d played Triple-A with the Montreal Royals, would play third, and there were two more pitchers, Frank “Nig” Parker and Harrison Fisher, who would complement Gavey and Gibbs. And centre ﬁelder Lockington would anchor the outﬁeld on speed alone, between left ﬁelder Harry Mooradian and George Carruth in right ﬁeld. Clearly, the Red Sox of 1949 promised to be a good team, but what was surprising was that they were a bunch of homebrews. Three years earlier, in May of 1946, Brantford had been readmitted into the Senior Intercounty Intermediate Division only a week prior to the start of the season. Galt had a team of veterans in the same division called the Galt Vets, as did Hespeler and several other smaller communities. The war had just ended and Pennell was late in getting things organized. There were no players, no team, no uniforms, but Pennell was born to organize. “It came to me very early,” said Pennell, “that I was a manager, not a player.” But in June of 1946 the Intercounty had already drawn up a schedule. Pennell made a late application to the Intercounty—the season was set to open in one week—and it was accepted, probably because of the difﬁculties immediately following the war, and partly due to the fact that Brantford simply belonged in the Intercounty. “Galt and Brantford games were always the biggest rivalry,” Pennell would later recall. “It was like the Boston Red Sox and the New York Yankees,” he said. League president Otto Manske said they’d have to revamp the schedule to accommodate Brantford, but they’d do it. Now all Pennell and the Brantford people had to do was sign some players and get some uniforms. Neither would be easy on such late notice, but Pennell was undeterred. Lockington, who’d played with London while attending the University of Western Ontario during the war, put Pennell and King onto the trail of some uniforms at the London Armoury. Uniforms were in short supply immediately after the war; for years, all materials had been earmarked for military use, and there was a delay in getting things back to normal after the war. They had tried getting uniforms in Toronto and Montreal and elsewhere, but without success. Now Pennell spoke to someone at the London Armoury by phone, and was told they had eleven uniforms that Brantford could buy for $100. But time was running short. On the day of Brantford’s season opener, King and Lockington drove to London to pick up the uniforms. Ten tops were found but only nine bottoms. Later they would all joke that they’d started the season with nine and a half uniforms. “We should have called ourselves the Nine-and-a-Halfs,” said Pennell. Some players wore old uniforms from other leagues. One wore an Alberta uniform. The important thing was they had enough players to ﬁeld a team, and each of them was in some uniform, even if it didn’t say Brantford across the front. If uniforms were hard to come by that summer, so too was baseball equipment. When the ﬁrst few practices were held that spring, there was virtually no equipment. I remember one player had two bats, the only bats we had, and he had to leave practice one time with his bats and that ended the practice. Pennell had bats on order, but it took time for them to arrive. In any case, King and Lockington 86 Terrier Town—Summer of ’49 [54.144.67.40] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 18:44 GMT) arrived back at the ballpark on Opening Day just half an hour before game time. “We opened at home on the 24th of May that year... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780889206878
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780889204270, 9781771121309
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					144087265
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					418
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2003

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	