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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  vii With fondness and much appreciation, I acknowledge the contributions of several individuals: My family, friends and colleagues who supported me with a ﬁrm belief in the value of this project. Particularly Ron Pearson, my companion, who shares my passion for justice; who listens to my frustrations and struggles; who sustains me with an ongoing commitment to play and enjoy life. Special thanks to Ellie Stebner who has read drafts of different chapters and given her suggestions and support. Ray Whitehead has been teacher, colleague and friend and has always insisted that this book would come to fruition even when I had my doubts. Pam Dickey Young also has read several drafts of this manuscript and offered me unfailing wisdom and encouragement . Pam’s friendship and guidance have been invaluable to me. Marilyn Legge, as trusted colleague and former Co-ordinator of the Series on Women and Religion guided me through the publication process. Roger Hutchinson has been dissertation advisor, mentor and friend. Through Roger, I have learned most profoundly how ethics are grounded in matters of everyday life. Steve West and Linda Thomas, friends, editors and indexer, were instrumental in the completion of this book. Thanks also to the ﬁne people at Wilfrid Laurier University Press. Any mistakes remaining in these pages are mine alone. The men and women who have devoted energy, faith and courage to the writing of the documents I have described and analyzed have demonstrated a commitment to the Church’s work in the areas of gender and/or human sexuality that goes beyond expectation. These have never been particularly easy areas in which to work; they have always been of great importance and have always required great risk. All the women whose stories of past and ongoing violence have motivated me to more closely examine how the church is responding to this issue. This project was made possible through the ﬁnancial support of the following organizations and institutions: The University of Winnipeg, Queen’s University, Queen’s Theological College, Victoria University, Emmanuel College, the Women in Ministry Committee of the United Church of Canada, Acknowledgements the Toronto School of Theology, and funds from the McGeachy Project of the Centre for the Study of Religion in Canada. This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences, using funds provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. viii Acknowledgements ... 
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