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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  5 With Scissors and Paste The Sources of Genesis Primary Reading: Genesis 1–3. Division of the Bible into Chapters We are used to works of fiction and nonfiction being divided into chapters. Each chapter is supposed to be, in some sense, a self-enclosed unity. The divisions between chapters offer the ideal time to take a break—to reflect on the meaning as a whole of the unit you have just completed reading, a chance to get a drink or a snack, etc. Taking a break between Genesis 1 and 2 would seem natural for any of these purposes—but anyone who did this would be misreading the first unit of Genesis. That’s because this chapter break is located in the wrong place. The chapter numbers now found in Bibles are not integral to the text. Rather, they date from the thirteenth century C.E.1 They first appeared in manuscripts of the Vulgate, the Latin translation of the Bible that the early Church father Jerome had written. By the mid-sixteenth century, Jewish editors introduced chapters into printed Hebrew Bibles as well. Thus, the chapter divisions are relatively recent, representing one particular understanding about how the Bible may be subdivided. The “standard” chapter divisions have no authority, especially for Jews, and they are best ignored. Division of the Bible into Paragraphs Torah scrolls divide the Pentateuch into the equivalent of paragraph units by placing white space between units.2 These white spaces are of two types: short ones called setumah (hm=Vts4, “closed”), where the next unit continues on the 29 same line; and longer ones called petuchah (hc=Vtp
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