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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  25 “Drink Deep of Love!” Reading Song of Songs Primary Reading: Song of Songs. The Song of Songs (sometimes called “the Song” for short) is the most exquisite book of the Bible.1 In trying to guide readers, I do not want to paraphrase it—it is simply too beautiful and too multilayered. No paraphrase can do it justice. The Song of Songs deserves to be read and reread; it cannot be confined to a single meaning.2 What I can best offer are some signposts that will help readers discover the richness of the text. Solomon and the Song In English, in addition to “Song of Songs,” this composition is often called the “Song of Solomon,” based on the first verse: “The Song of Songs, by Solomon.” In previous chapters, I discussed similar attributions, which rarely seem to be historically accurate. (This includes the attribution of much of Psalms to David, and of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes to Solomon.) Here, too, comparison with dated Hebrew inscriptions has shown scholars that many phrases and forms in the Song do not match the language of King Solomon’s time. In places, the text is clearly postexilic; for example, 4:13 uses pardes (sd
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