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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  19 “I Will Be for Them a Mini-Temple” Reading Ezekiel Primary Reading: Ezekiel 1–11, 16, 23, 33–40, 48. Location, Location, Location Ezekiel opens with a superscription that tells us exactly where and when he received his prophecy: (1) In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, when I was in the community of exiles by the Chebar Canal, the heavens opened and I saw visions of God. (2) On the fifth day of the month—it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin—(3) the word of the LORD came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, by the Chebar Canal, in the land of the Chaldeans. And the hand of the LORD came upon him there. This superscription sets Ezekiel apart from the other prophets we have explored in two ways: he begins to prophesy after the exile of 597 B.C.E., and he is prophesying outside of Israel in Babylon. As the JPS translation’s note at verse 1 observes, we are unsure which year “the thirtieth year” there refers to, but verse 2 places this dedication oracle in the summer of 593. Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel is a priest,1 but unlike his older contemporary, he begins to prophesy only “by the Chebar Canal, in the land of the Chaldeans.” In other words, Ezekiel was standing near the Babylonian city of Nippur. Some of Ezekiel’s contemporaries may have had problems with this setting. After all, they probably conceived of prophecy—communications with the God of Israel—as being bound to the land of Israel. This would explain why the book of Jonah tells us that when that prophet wished to avoid heeding the divine will, he fled mi-lifnei YHWH (hv+hy$ yn@p4l
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