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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  11 “The Walls Came Tumbling Down” Reading Joshua Primary Reading: Joshua (esp. chaps. 1–12, 21, 23–24). A Challenging Book to Read Joshua is a difficult book for us to read, for a number of reasons. First, its main theme is the conquest of the land of Israel. Few of us care to read stories of conquest, because war evokes great ambivalence. It isn’t pretty. During the recounted battles, Israel practiced cheirem (Mr#c2), a ban or proscription against conquered places—“exterminat[ing] everything in the city with the sword: man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and ass” (6:21). Furthermore, almost half of the book is comprised of long (boring) lists. To complicate matters, it is extremely unlikely that the Book of Joshua represents what really happened. In the words of a recent commentator: “hardly any of the material it preserves is the sort that can be directly used for historical reconstruction.”1 Thus, the real question to ask about Joshua is: “Why would anyone have told the early history of Israel in this fashion?” Joshua as History As noted earlier, the present state of the evidence does not enable historians to reconstruct exactly how the people Israel came into being, and how they came to possess their land.2 This much, however, is generally conceded: ■ A people called Israel existed in the land by the end of the thirteenth century B.C.E. (see “The Beginning of Israel” in chapter 4); ■ Someone conquered some of the cities that the Bible claims Joshua conquered ; 95 ■ It is difficult to discern who conquered them (we know that the Sea People, including the Philistines, were also settling in the area at this time and taking over population centers); ■ One reason that the conquerors’ identity is obscure is because Israelite artifacts are practically the same as those of other local groups living at this time; ■ Of the cities that according to Joshua were conquered in the period, archaeological evidence for many of those sites show no signs of conquest ; ■ This period meanwhile shows a remarkable upsurge of new settlement in the central hill or highland area of the country; and ■ Egypt’s longstanding political control over the area of Canaan had waned by this point.3 Significantly, the difficulty in distinguishing Israelite artifacts implies that Israel had not spent centuries enslaved in Egypt. Archaeology is not fully objective—it interprets found artifacts, and thus some people may doubt a number of the points made above. We cannot always identify biblical places with certainty. Scholars debate which modern site corresponds to a biblical site, especially when the modern site with the same name as the biblical one does not corroborate the biblical evidence.4 However, when determining correct place-names for sites, we should not begin with the assumption that the Bible is factual history, expecting the archaeological record to corroborate it. (Until recently, scholars made such an assumption—either explicitly or tacitly—all too often.) The following question highlights the problems with the biblical account: What would the archaeological record look like if the Book of Joshua were factual ? We would expect to find a complete destruction of the major Canaanite cities datable to the same time period. In addition, we would expect to find Canaanite material culture (pottery jugs, housing styles)5 replaced by totally new styles, most likely with Egyptian motifs or styles, reflecting the origins of the conquering people. However, such evidence eludes us even after a large number of excavations and surveys (mini-excavations). What have archaeologists found instead? Some evidence of destruction, but significantly more evidence for new settlement patterns at previously uninhabited sites in the highlands. This suggests to many that the main claim in Joshua—a complete and total conquest by Israel—is false; rather, many Israelites originated as Canaanites.6 Archaeologists in general now doubt that the people Israel arose predominantly outside of the land of Israel.7 96 How to Read the Bible [44.222.69.42] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 09:40 GMT) Embedded Clues in the Stories of Joshua The Book of Joshua repeatedly paints a picture of a complete conquest of the entire land. This comes through clearly in two summary texts, one located in the middle of the book, and one toward the end. Each uses the word kol (lOk
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