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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Apocalypse Nahum N. Glatzer A pocalypse (from the Greek apokalypsis, literally, to uncover, reveal) refers to divine revelation, especially with regard to the future of Israel and the world. The literature of the apocalyptic visions originated with the cessation of biblical prophecy and is in many respects its continuation. Vision may start with an interpretation of past events (which the visionary knew) in order then to turn to the future, offering the visionary's own peculiar interpretation. In the Book of Daniel, for example, the author knows the history of Alexander the Great up to Antiochus Epiphanes (ch. 8), which story is followed by an apocalyptic prophecy (ch. 12). In a more precise sense, the visionary describes the miraculous End of Days and the new world, heaven and the netherworld, paradise and hell, angels and demons. The visionary or apocalyptiC writer uses names out of the biblical past to give his words greater authority~ he speaks in allegories, vague allusions, or dreams. The concrete announcements of the biblical prophets took on in the Apocalypse a mysterious connotation. The apocalyptic writer is troubled by unfulfilled biblical prophecies and expects a revelation that will disclose their''meaning." 20 APOCALYPSE The End of Days in particular presented ever-new problems. The fall of Persia was not the end of paganism; a new pagan kingdom (Greece) arose and kept Israel in bondage. Antiochus Epiphanes' aggression against the Judaic religion and Jerusalem called for an interpretation. The pious Jews of this dark period saw in it the End of Days and expected the coming of the Messiah. But neither the Hasmonaean kingdom nor the rebellion against the mighty Roman rule pointed in the direction of messianic fulfillment. The Book of Daniel (especially chapters 2 and 7) may be considered a good example of apocalyptiC literature in its first period, that is, the midsecond century B.C.E. The visionary is deeply convinced of divine providence , of God's hand as guiding history in all its details; he sees four world empires rising and succeeding each other yet forming a united "world history "; the end is clearly predetermined and the present generation is to be the last. We hear the visionary's protest at the enemy's rebellion against God and his people. But after the "four empires" comes the kingdom of God; it brings the pagan kingdoms to an end and endures in eternity (Dan. 2:37-45). In a parallel vision, four beasts rise from the great sea, the fourth being the most dreadful; it had ten horns and then grew a new little horn with a mouth, speaking "great things." Now follows'the main point of the vision: "Thrones were set in place and the Ancient of Days took His seat ... His throne was tongues of flame ... A river of fire streamed forth from before Him ... The court sat and the books were opened ... The beast was killed as I looked on; its body was destroyed ... One like a human being came with the clouds of heaven ... He reached the Ancient of Days, ... Dominion, glory, and kingship were given to him; all peoples and nations of every language must serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and one that shall not be destroyed" (7: 1-15). The beasts came up from the sea-the lower, demonic realm-while the "one like a human being," who is man, "came with the clouds of heaven"-from the divine sphere. This "man" personifies the new epoch; from now on he is in charge of the world's dominion. Now Michael shall appear "the great prince ... who stands beside the sons of your people ... at that time your people will be rescued, all who are found inscribed in the book. Many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to eternal life, others to reproaches, to everlasting abhorrence" (Dan. 12:12 ). The seer who has seen (or heard) all this in a dream asks for an explanation , but is advised that "these words are secret and sealed to the end of time" (Dan. 12:9). The text does not say who will merit the Resurrection: it is assumed that the visionary does not include the Israelite, but, in the first place, those who [3.237.17.92] Project MUSE (2024-04-11 01:51 GMT) APOCALYPSE 21 suffered martyrdom in the battles; those who will be doomed to reproaches and abhorrences must be those who oppressed... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780827609716
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780827608924
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794700950
				

			

			
									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	