
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Southern Frontier Humor: An Anthology

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						 Christopher Mason Haile (1814–1849)
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Ed Piacentino
						  , 
						
						  

						   Thomas Inge
						  
												
						
	
							University of Missouri Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  268 Christopher Mason Haile (1814–1849) In the late 1830s, Christopher Mason Haile, a young adventurer from Rhode Island who had recently resigned from the United States Military Academy because of extended illness, migrated to the Gulf South and settled in the small Mississippi River town of Plaquemine, Louisiana, in Iberville Parish. In making the north-to-south migration, Haile followed the path of other young men, who, like him, would become professional journalists and amateur humorists, such as George Wilkins Kendall, Thomas Bangs Thorpe, Matt and Joseph Field, Johnson Jones Hooper, Sol Smith, and John S. Robb. Marrying into a prominent Cajun family, Haile established and edited a weekly bilingual newspaper, the Planters’ Gazette, in late 1840, an enterprise he would continue for the next ﬁve years. During this same period, Haile, under the pseudonym of Pardon Jones, began writing a series of dialect letters using the salutation “Pic,” to George W. Kendall, the editor of the New Orleans Picayune. These letters were his principal contribution to the genre of southwestern humor, in the same epistolary tradition practiced by northeasterner Seba Smith in his letters from Jack Downing and southerners Charles F. M. Noland in his Pete Whetstone letters and William Tappan Thompson in his letters from Major Joseph Jones, and brought Haile local as well as some national exposure. Of the sixty-seven extant Pardon Jones letters, sixty-ﬁve were published initially in the Picayune between December 1840 and April 1848, and some of these were reprinted in Porter’s Spirit of the Times. Though Haile’s ﬁctional epistles generally ﬁt the cultural proﬁle of Old Southwest humor, they are unique in several ways. Unlike most other writers in this humorous tradition, Haile, in the letters from Pardon Jones, frequently reminds the reader of his northern origins, even in some of the letters he sets in Louisiana . In still other letters, Haile has Pardon Jones return to his old home in Massachusetts , sending letters from that locale that focus on the antics and scrapes involving Jones and local characters, many of whom are his friends and relatives , thus making Haile the only southwestern humorist to make the Northeast a prominent setting for his humor. In addition, in a more emphatic manner than most of his fellow southwestern humorists, Haile often alludes in his letters to Christopher Mason Haile 269 national political issues—the tariff debate, boundary disputes between the U.S. and Canada, the controversy over a national bank, the conﬂict between states’ rights and nationalism, the annexation of Texas, and the conﬂict with Mexico, which led to war. During the Mexican War, the Picayune hired Haile as a special correspondent, and in that professional capacity he proved to be one of the best warfront reporters of several crucial battles, activities, and camp life. He wrote over one hundred detailed, engaging, and sometimes even humorous dispatches, which were published in this newspaper and some reprinted in northern papers as well. In April 1847, however, he resigned from his position at the Picayune, joined the regular army, and was appointed ﬁrst lieutenant. While in Mexico, both as a professional correspondent and soldier, Haile continued to write his Pardon Jones letters, which, between 1846 and 1848, appeared sporadically in the Picayune. In their portrayal of Pardon Jones’s rag-tag volunteers and some of their ludicrous noncombatant activities in their encounters with Mexican soldiers, the ﬁnal missives in the Pardon Jones series are discernibly transnational in scope, giving Haile the distinction of being the most Southwest of the Southwest humorists, the only one to treat a culture south of the Old South. Shortly after his discharge from the army, Haile returned to Louisiana and in 1849 was hired by the state’s Department of Engineers as the captain of a Mississippi River snag boat. Suffering from yellow fever that he had contracted in Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 1847, during the war, Haile died at Indian Village on Bayou Plaquemine in Iberville Parish, Louisiana, on September 10, 1849. The obituary in the New Orleans Daily Picayune offered testament to Christopher M. Haile’s achievement, acknowledging that he “was endowed with a fertile fancy, and was as remarkable for the vigor of his style as for his genuine humor.” Texts:“Dear Chase,” New Orleans Daily Picayune, April 16, 1841.“Pardon Jones on the Rio Grande,” New Orleans Daily Picayune, July 6, 1846. Dear Chase. UP THE COAST, April 10, 1841 My Dear Pic,—I’m eenamost tired tu death... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780826272201
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780826218865
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					868217769
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					357
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2010

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	