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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Buddhist Resistance against the State 6 In The Nation and Its Fragments, Partha Chatterjee observes that the discourse of nationalism encompasses material and spiritual concerns that map onto a dichotomy of outer and inner spaces, respectively.1 Similar conceptions have been expressed in Burmese resistance movements. Nationalists as well as later protest movements have rallied around Buddhist ideals to express their opposition to the state. This chapter looks at the ways in which Buddhist identities have helped mobilize resistance against the colonial government and against military regimes throughout the twentieth century. A common theme among those who resist the power of the state is the moral judgment they make concerning social and political contexts. They have mobilized communities to change political contexts both through nonviolent activism and by force. Others have believed their moral authority derived from spiritual achievements in meditation, which would help address the needs of the developing nation. During the early twentieth century, themes in the nationalist discourse included the presence of foreigners in Burma, colonial rule, education, and a popular desire for spiritual renewal among Buddhist communities. The convergence of these popular concerns galvanized Buddhists in their resistance to political governments and caused them to voice their public opposition. The turbulent history of the nationalist struggle during the 1920s and 1930s was marked by the rise and subsequent fragmentation of Buddhist nationalist organizations like the YMBA, which entertained modern, reformed visions of Buddhist practice, and grassroots (wunthanu) groups in cities and towns. Alicia Turner describes this social process as thathana pyu thi, a populist movement in search of spiritual and social renewal within a Buddhist framework.2 In the CHAPTER 6 100 1920s, Buddhist resistance to colonial rule took a drastic turn when the monastic General Council of the Sangha Sammeggi (GCSS) came to dominate the nationalist movement. The GCSS harbored strong antiforeign sentiments and appealed especially to rural supporters and others who competed with Indian laborers for economic survival. The GCSS represented sentiments that Bruce Lincoln calls “maximalist,” which sought to reconfigure the state in religious terms.3 Half a century later, in the aftermath of the 1988 uprising, similar issues of national identity, economic deprivation, state coercion, access to education, and foreign influence again emerged as significant themes in the public discourse of the nation. Modern Buddhist communities, including monks and students in the pro-democracy movement, articulate critiques of contemporary politics from ethical perspectives. For many Burmese, Buddhist nationalism and a sangha supported by the SLORC, the regime that was then in power, did not constitute a valid field of merit. As the state forced the pro-democratic movement increasingly out of the public sphere, meditation centers became a refuge for opponents of the regime. Such private spaces fostered spiritual renewal and the articulation of a social and political ethic that offered a moral alternative to the regime’s Buddhist nationalism. Organizations like the All Burma Young Monks or the 88 Generation saw themselves as continuing the historical legacy of earlier anticolonial resistance movements. Their comparisons of the post-1988 military regimes with colonial exploitation showed widespread distrust of the state’s authority. It underscored a common perception that the Burmese national spirit continued its defiance of social injustice and exploitation. The Radicalization of Anticolonial Buddhists Familiar concerns provided the impetus behind anticolonial Buddhist movements of the 1920s and early 1930s: national identity, government coercion, the cultural location of foreigners, and education. The foundations for popular resistance had already been laid during the previous decade when patriotic grassroots organizations like the YMBA, the nationalist-revivalist wunthanu athin, professional trade associations like sipwaye athin, and the women’s konmayi athin sprang up in townships and villages throughout the country.4 According to U Maung Maung, they rallied around slogans like “Home Rule or Boycott” to voice their opposition to the Craddock Scheme, which envisioned granting less self-determination to the Burmese colony than to the colonial government envsionedforIndia .5 ManyoftheseprotestorganizationswereinspiredbyUOttama, [54.163.25.51] Project MUSE (2024-03-13 08:54 GMT) Buddhist Resistance against the State 101 a modern monk and nationalist who preached to his audiences to follow Gandhian methods of nonviolence and civil resistance (satyagraha). Like Gandhi, he advocated civil disobedience against colonial rule and using only local products, such as homespun cotton.6 Much of the popular discourse on these modern themes was articulated in Buddhist terms. Several reasons account for this. Colonial rule prohibited Burmese to meet in groups and permitted only religious gatherings in public. This policy, along... 
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