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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Civil Buddhism in a Colonial Context 4 The previous chapters discussed some of the ways in which British rule in Burma introduced secular structures that expanded the power of the modern state and undermined traditional Buddhist authority.1 Colonial rule dislodged worldviews characteristic of traditional cosmological Buddhist polities and created many social disjunctures. The initial Burmese experience of modernity was therefore characterized by a cultural eclipse of received institutions and lifeways. This process had a particularly detrimental impact on the culture of Upper Burma, which still identified with the former royal capital of Mandalay.2 But the collapse of the traditional culture hastened the restructuring of Burmese society through colonial forms of knowledge and classification , particularly in Rangoon and its surrounding area.3 The British failure to respond to the cultural disintegration of Buddhist authority did, however, open up a social space for civil Buddhist communities to organize themselves and develop a modern agenda. This chapter focuses on these modern Buddhist communities that emerged in response to the decline of the traditional culture and linked to transnational organizations that sought to propagate Buddhist ideas in new ways. In this context of transnational modern Buddhism, a different kind of organization emerged, one emphasizing lay authority and mobilizing communities to work toward a new modern form of Buddhist nationalism. In particular, my discussion returns to the Young Men’s Buddhist Association (YMBA), its accomplishments and eventual submergence within a wider nationalist struggle.4 In delineating these developments, we encounter yet another iteration of what it means to be Burmese and Buddhist at the dawn of nationalism. Civil Buddhism in a Colonial Context 63 Transnational Buddhist Networks During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, transnational collaborations developed among diverse Buddhist organizations throughout Asia. The Mahabodhi Society, the Young Men’s Buddhist Association in Sri Lanka and elsewhere in the Buddhist world that Burmese consider distinct from the Burmese organization discussed below, the International Buddhist League, and other established international networks. These organizations regularly published reports about their missionary activity across Asia.5 In Burma, however, Buddhist transnational connections developed at a slower pace. Few enduring collaborations were made and attempts to integrate Burmese organizations into wider Buddhist networks received little response. There are, however, some notable exceptions to the general reluctance among Burmese to address colonial issues as part of reviving the authority for Buddhist practices and institutions. They include foreign Buddhists like the American Colonel Henry Steel Olcott (1832–1907), the British Charles Henry Allan Bennett (1872–1923) who ordained as Ananda Metteyya in 1901, and Gordon Douglas, the first Englishman to become ordained as a Buddhist monk, Ashin Asoka, in 1899.6 Henry Steel Olcott dedicated much of his life to revitalizing Asian religions and creating what he thought was a modern, unified Buddhist doctrine. He was involved in several missions to promote a Buddhist revival among Theravadins. At the invitation of King Thibaw, Olcott briefly visited Burma in 1885 to set up a branch of the Theosophical Society for Burmese Buddhists, but this organization did not achieve prominence there.7 Olcott returned to Burma twice in 1891, to arrange for the translation of his Buddhist Catechism into Burmese and to gain approval for his Buddhist Platform. The Buddhist Platform comprised a set of foundational principles Olcott had formulated with the intention that they would serve as the basis for a universal set of doctrines that all Buddhist would share. When he presented his truths to the sangha in Mandalay, he readily gained their approval, or, perhaps more accurately, the thathanabain and other monastic leaders did not disagree with Olcott’s list. Yet Olcott did not succeed in enlisting the sangha in his missionary efforts, and his effort to establish local branches of the International Buddhist League soon dissipated.8 The project of Charles Henry Allan Bennett aimed to convert British audiences to Theravada Buddhism. An ardent British convert to Buddhism himself, Bennett wanted to propagate Theravada Buddhism in Britain and bring the “Empire of Righteousness to Western Lands.”9 Having visited Sri Lanka, Bennett arrived in Burma in 1901, where he was ordained as a novice and took the name Ananda Metteyya. His first Buddhist Lent was [54.196.241.162] Project MUSE (2024-03-13 11:28 GMT) CHAPTER 4 64 spent in Mandalay where he studied the vinaya and also met the Ledi Sayadaw. Two years later, in 1903, he took full ordination as a monk under the sponsorship of Mrs. Hla Ong, the honorary secretary of... 
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