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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Educating the Other Buddhism and Colonial Knowledge 3 In the nineteenth century the Government of India imposed modern educational reforms on its colony in order to prepare local populations for careers as civil servants in the administration of the colony.1 The aim of colonial education was to impart objective knowledge and rational methods of inquiry in modern science and technology. The curriculum and its language of instruction , English, would also serve to consolidate British rule in South Asia and, of course, Burma.2 Education, particularly religious education, plays an important role in the formation of the self and in shaping moral values. An eminent colonial scholar of Burmese history and the superintendent of the Archeological Survey in 1918–1919, Taw Sein Ko (1864–1930) went as far as to declare categorically that “education divorced from religion is of little value.”3 Individuals use strategies acquired through education to navigate many aspects of social life, such as issues concerning worldview, tradition, politics, and other temporal or ultimate visions of reality. The trajectories of colonial education, its institutions and policies , offer special insights into conceptual links between knowledge, religion, and power and reveal how colonial reforms of education worked to submerge local knowledge. Education can also function as an agent of social change because it informs cultural identity, national belonging, and religious reasoning. This chapter describes the cultural history of education in colonial Burma and afterward to elucidate the ways in which tensions between Buddhist and British educational institutions impacted nationalist politics and cultural identity . Eventually the sangha refused to teach a modern curriculum, particularly mathematics, geography, and drawing.4 Bernard Cohn, a historian of the British Buddhism and Colonial Knowledge 47 empire in India, has described subjects like these, as well as historiography, geographic surveying, ethnic practice and belief, surveillance, and so on as colonial forms of knowledge.5 These methods of collecting and ordering information empowered the colonial state to become a theater for “experimentation, where documentation, certification, and representation were . . . modalities that transformed knowledge into power.”6 The sangha’s refusal to teach such subjects was fueled by the perception that they were a colonial threat to monastic authority, autonomy, and ethics. The monastic resistance to educational reforms proved to have unforeseen consequences, for it eventually fostered millenarian resistance movements against colonial rule, such as the Saya San Rebellion.7 A second focus of this chapter is the development of a modern Buddhist curriculum in government schools an integral part of its nationalist agenda during the late colonial era. This was an agenda advocated most forcefully by the Young Men’s Buddhist Association in the 1910s. The founding members of this organization had been educated in a secular colonial education system, and many had studied abroad in India or England. They advocated that schools in rural areas adhere to high educational standards of instruction in secular subjects , especially in mathematics. They further lobbied the colonial government to offer instruction in both religious and vernacular subjects like Buddhism, the Burmese language, and classical literature in public schools where modern, secular subjects and instruction in English formed the core of the curriculum. The discussion then shifts to the constellation of Buddhism and science after independence. During the 1950s and 1960s prominent Burmese intellectuals argued that fundamental Buddhist tenets encompassed and foreshadowed many of the claims of modern science. They participated in an orientalist discourse and sought to missionize Buddhist truths among sympathetic western audiences. In that trajectory, a modern Buddhist discourse appropriated the sort of scientific rationalism that is often seen as the hallmark of modern western education, seemingly without contradiction. Here we find a reversal of the colonial structure of knowledge in that scientific knowledge was now subordinated to a modern Buddhist cosmology.8 Debates about secular and religious education continued to be central to the policies of Burmese governments after independence. Religious education played a significant role in the final collapse of U Nu’s government in 1958, when Buddhist monks objected to decisions by the Ministry of Education to permit religious instruction in non-Buddhist faiths. After 1988 restrictions were imposed on access to education by the military regime. Pro-democracy forces have sought to focus the attention of the international community on the widespread need for access to education in order to shape the future of civil society. The military regime has also again used monasteries to deliver [3.234.244.154] Project MUSE (2024-03-13 09:05 GMT) CHAPTER 3 48 basic education in... 
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