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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  The Emergence of the Secular in Modern Burma 2 European colonialism profoundly shaped Buddhist modernity in Asia.1 One of the hallmarks of this conquest is the fragmentation of authority that results from the simultaneous affirmation of distinct, even contradictory bodies of knowledge like, for example, science and religion. The experience of modernity in Burma through British colonization brought about a cultural and religious crisis of authority that had an enduring impact on the country’s history . Emerging from this collision of western and Buddhist worldviews was a radically changed social order that lacked the totalizing conceptual coherence of a traditional Theravada polity. Such changes often create the sort of contradictions that Charles Keyes described as a Buddhist crisis of authority.2 They opened the door to alternative configurations of power that had not been a part of Burmese cultural knowledge. Colonial rule created administrative structures that rationalized and centralized state powers and furthered the economic and political goals of the colonizing empire.3 These changes helped establish the colonial state and simultaneously paved the way for other forms of modernity.4 In Burma the rise of modern social formations was closely linked to the advent of British colonial rule, which abolished Buddhist kingship after the annexation of Upper Burma in 1886. Colonialism effectively dislodged secular power from the Buddhist worldview in which it had been embedded until the fall of Mandalay. The encounter initiated profound transformations and cultural disjunctures in the process. The introduction of colonial practices undermined the authority of traditional institutions, lifeways, and values characteristic of Buddhist polities.5 While formation of the secular, colonial state did not succeed in erasing Buddhist conceptions of power, they greatly weakened The Emergence of the Secular in Modern Burma 35 traditional Buddhist institutions and created space for modern Buddhist formations to emerge. The British established an administration in which military , economic, and political power were transacted independently of traditional Buddhist worldviews. Colonial politics also introduced alternate ways of access to power that, until then, had not been a conceptual possibility in Burmese cultural knowledge. British rule promoted modern values and rationalized administrative structures in order to facilitate the economic and political goals of the British empire.6 One of the most far-reaching developments in the colonial project concerned the acquisition in Burma of western knowledge, and through that, modern conceptions of national identity. The colonial government needed a large number of Burmese educated in the canons of modern knowledge to help administer its many projects.7 The economic boom Lower Burma enjoyed at the start of the twentieth century reinforced the desirability of a western education. Joining the Indian Civil Service offered indisputable social and economic opportunities that could not be duplicated by a traditional monastic education or basic Buddhist literacy. As the colonial project unfolded, it reconfigured Burmese civil society; education was transformed, and newly introduced print media helped to popularize modern concerns. Colonial Interventions in Buddhist Authority and the Demise of Traditional Culture In 1824 the Government of India declared the First Anglo-Burmese War to protect the trade privileges of the British East India Company and to settle persistent border incursions along the Chittagong Hills. After the war, in 1826, Burma was forced to cede three provinces to the British, namely, Manipur, Arakan, and Tenasserim, as well as the port of Rangoon under the Treaty of Yandabo, and British colonial administration established control over Burma’s coast along the Bay of Bengal. A further milestone of the colonial project was achieved the same year, when British surveyors completed a map of the boundaries of the Kingdom of Ava.8 The Second Anglo-Burmese War, fought in 1852–1853 over infractions of the Treaty of Yandabo, led to the annexation of the area surrounding the city of Pegu and the lower Irrawaddy river basin, and this whole territory came to constitute the colony of British Lower Burma until the Third Anglo-Burmese war led to the annexation of Upper Burma in 1885).9 As the cultural influence of the Buddhist kings in the court of Mandalay, Upper Burma, in the southern region of Lower Burma, and in the delta waned, the crisis of authority intensified. The decline of the Konbaun dynasty was ushered in by changes in the economic structures of the region that eroded the hegemonic [44.195.46.45] Project MUSE (2024-03-13 11:55 GMT) CHAPTER 2 36 rationale of Upper Burma’s traditional polity. These changes included the mortgaging of private land... 
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