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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  PREFACE This book examines modern conjunctures of Buddhism and politics in Myanmar from a vantage point at the intersection of anthropology and Buddhist studies. I hope this study contributes to our understanding of the discourse about religion in colonial and postcolonial contexts. My inquiry into modern Burmese Buddhist practices and communities has revealed recurrent themes, such as colonialism, nationalism, education, and resistance to the political center. After tracing the Burmese discourse about these themes and their iterations in local, regional, national, and global contexts, I conclude that postcoloniality in Myanmar remains an aspiration yet to be achieved. Such a vision for the future requires civil institutions that allow a public discourse about power that can transcend the current tensions between Buddhism and the modern state. These themes emerge and are submerged at significant conjunctures in the modern history of this nation. My narrative begins with a focus on the negotiation of precolonial Buddhist hegemonies and underscores the role of Buddhist institutions in public policy. I then trace the emergence of modern Buddhist discourse in colonial communities in light of the introduction of new and secular venues to power. They include the disruption of traditional paradigms of governance; the emergence of modern concerns like nationalism , education, and the power of the secular state; Buddhist resistance in the public place; and the impact of global patterns of consumption on Buddhist communities. The modern discourse about these themes at particular conjunctures continues to draw Buddhist communities into political arenas, either to legitimate political power or to resist it on moral grounds. In Burma, the conjunctures of Buddhist resistance to the hegemonic structures of the modern state have endured well beyond the colonial period. My study draws on ethnographic fieldwork between 1980 and 2008, mostly in Mandalay,butalsoinYangonandBagan.Overthepastthreedecades,myanthropological projects have focused on sacred space, monastic practice, charismatic communities, Buddhist nationalism, and the religious mobilization of Burmese citizens and resources through state rituals in Myanmar. The chapters in this book therefore draw on several periods of ethnographic research I conducted in Myanmar in 1981–1982, 1994, 2006, and 2008. In 2005 and 2006, I researched the archives of the British Library on Buddhism in Burma during the colonial period. I have benefited from many opportunities to present earlier drafts of some of these chapters to academic audiences, and I appreciate the comments I received at the University of Toronto, Cornell, Princeton, Oxford, the National University of Singapore, and at meetings of the Association for Asian Studies, the International Burma Studies Conference, and the American Academy of Religion. Earlier versions of some passages in this book have been published elsewhere. The descriptions of Buddhist modernities PREFACE x in the introduction appear in my essay “Buddhism and Modernity in Myanmar.” An earlier version of the chapter on educating the colonial “other” was published as “Colonial Knowledge and Buddhist Education.” The passage on U Nu’s biography is also found in my essay on his life published in the Encyclopedia of Buddhism. Lastly, earlier versions of some sections of my discussion of Aung San Suu Kyi’s Buddhist ethics were published in “Buddhist Visions of Moral Authority and Civil Society.” I have returned to these case studies here in order to illustrate the broader development of Buddhist engagements with modernity. I completed what turned out to be a first draft of this book in August 2007. The events of September 2007, which came to be known as the Saffron Revolution in the western media, led me to add chapters 7 and 8. I owe a special debt to Professor F. K. Lehman, who is also known as U Chit Hlaing, andtoProfessorFrankReynolds,whoweremymentorswhenIbeganmystudyofBurmese Buddhism. Steven Collins, Ingrid Jordt, Donald Swearer, and an anonymous reviewer read parts of or even the entire manuscript and shared their discerning critiques and comments . What follows has been improved by their generous insights, while all errors and mistakes are my own. During my research and writing on this project, my efforts have been sustained by the inspiration of kindred minds and great conversations with friends and colleagues. I appreciate the comments and encouragements I received from Maitrii Aung Thwin, Michael Aung-Thwin, Aung Zaw, Stephen Berkwitz, Anne Blackburn, Erik Braun, Anne Feldhaus, Tillman Frasch, Frances Garrett, Janet Gyatso, Lillian Handlin, Harn Lay, Nancy Hefner, Robert Hefner, Alexander Henn, Chie Ikeya, Ward Keeler, Charles Keyes, Leedom Lefferts, Boreth Ly, Jacques Leider, Donald Lopez, Patrick Pranke, Catherine Raymond, James Rush, U Saw Law Ei Soe, Jörg Schendel, U Sein Win, Paul Strahan, John... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780824860837
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780824833824
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794925352
				

			

			
									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	