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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  NOTES Introduction Bellah and Hammond, Varieties of Civil Religion, 1980: iv. 1. I use the linguistically related terms of Burma and Myanmar interchangeably throughout my writing. In doing so, I do not want to disrespect Burmese national sentiments that stress the colonial heritage of the name “Burma.” In the same way, I want to distance myself from the practices and ideology of the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) and its successors that changed the country’s official name in 1989 to “Myanmar,” a formal term that is linguistically related to its previous designation, Burma. Although this change was intended to express a postcolonial national identity, many who remain opposed to the regime continue to use “Burma” to refer to this Southeast Asian nation. Without wishing to engage the politics of terminology, I continue to use “Burma” and “Burmese” in most of my writing, reserving the term “Myanmar” for social and cultural realities specific to the identities constructed by the military in the aftermath of the pro-democracy uprising in 1988. The country of Burma/Myanmar, surrounded by Bangladesh and India to the west, China to the north, and Laos and Thailand to the east and southeast, today comprises about 52 million people. About 80 percent are ethnically Burman, and nearly 90 percent of the state’s citizens are Theravada Buddhists. This religious tradition is also prominent amongsomeofBurma’smanyethnicminorities,notablytheShan,Karen,Pao,Arakanese, and Mon. Muslim, Hindu, Christian, and tribal communities account for about 10 percent of the population, although some put this percentage considerably higher and argue that the census is outdated or deliberately skewed by the state. The national language is Burmese, which belongs to the Tibeto-Burman groups of languages. The languages of the ethnic minorities, although not always taught in government schools, are spoken within the ethnically diverse regions of the country. 2. In my use of the notion of conjuncture, I follow David Scott who defines it as a pivotal historical moment in which potential developments are circumscribed by cognitive, cultural, and political contingencies (Refashioning Futures, pp. 4–5, 18–19). In Colors of the Robe, Abeysekara also employs this concept to analyze Buddhist modernity in Sri Lanka. 3. This study takes as its departure earlier work by Michael Mendelson (Sangha and State in Burma), John Ferguson (“The Arahat Ideal”), and Michael Aung-Thwin (Pagan), who have debated the relative strengths of the Burmese polity to control the sangha. Justin McDaniel (“Buddhism in Thailand”) characterizes modern Thai history as also being shaped by Buddhist contestations of and support for the state. NOTES TO PAGES 4–10 160 4. See Lieberman, Strange Parallels, pp. 196–199; see also Leider, “Text, Lineage and Tradition” for further discussions of the hierarchical nexus between social hierarchy and Buddhism at the Burmese court. 5. Traditional Burmese military science used battle formations in the shapes of astrological zodiac signs deemed to be auspicious omens that would affect a victorious outcome. For instance, a commander might lead his soldiers into battle in a formation that resembled the shape of a scorpion. The aim of warfare also differed greatly. While European colonial expansion aimed to control strategic territories from which to extract resources and protect global trade networks, the traditional goal of Burmese warfare was to take prisoners, who were usually enslaved in labor projects at the center of the polity. 6. See Thant Myint-U, The Making of Modern Burma; Cohn, Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge; Furnivall, Colonial Policy and Practice; and Moscotti, British Policy. 7. The designations of Lower and Upper Burma gained particular currency as a result of colonial history and the territorial divisions of the Anglo-Burmese Wars. Jan Bečka (Historical Dictionary of Burma, pp. 127, 210) points out that prior to 1886, Lower Burma referred to the southern regions under British administration, namely, the Irrawaddy Delta, Pegu, the Tenerassim, and Arakanese districts, while Upper Burma designated territories under the control of the Mandalay court. Following the British annexation in 1886, Upper Burma comprised the administrative division of central and northern Burma, including Magway, Mandalay, and Sagain. However, Michael AungThwin (personal communication) has also noted that the designations of Upper and Lower Burma are indigenous to the precolonial discourse in Burma. 8. This suggestion has been made by Helen James, Governance and Civil Society. 9. Gravers, Nationalism as Political Paranoia. 10. The remainder of this section was published in slightly different form as a part of “Buddhism and Modernity in Myanmar,” in Buddhism in World Cultures... 
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