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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Potential Futures 8 In Southeast Asia, Buddhist encounters with modernity unfolded in the context of wider engagements of traditional polities with the economic networks of the colonizing west. Partly in response to the encroaching west, modernizing reforms were initiated in 1851 by the Thai King Mongkut (r. 1851–1868) and in 1872 by the Burmese King Mindon (r. 1853–1878). These reforms led to significant revisions of Buddhist institutions, practices, and texts and stripped the Theravada tradition of many of its cosmological and mythic articulations. Equally significant was the fact that these reforms made possible changes that, untilthen,hadbeenunimaginable.TheygaverisetonewBuddhistconjunctures that came to range from traditional forms of resistance against colonial rule to debates about the moral authority of the state, monks, and lay people, respectively . The advent of modernity in Southeast Asia clearly triggered profound changes in the social, political, and intellectual expressions of Buddhism. The colonization of Burma and its subsequent annexation into the Government of India in 1886 led to a long trajectory of conflict between Buddhist institutions and the modern state. For instance, colonial attempts to displace Buddhist education and the affinity of Burmese colonial politicians to seek out alliances with members of the sangha eventually gave rise to anticolonial Buddhist millennialism. The British refusal to carry out the responsibilities that traditional governments had toward the Buddhist sangha also gradually fomented strong anticolonial sentiments. Many Burmese were suspicious of the intentions of the secular colonial government and sought to resurrect some form of Buddhist governance. Buddhist monks mobilized resistance against a colonial state and against non-Buddhist others, especially Indian Muslims, who Potential Futures 147 were competing for their livelihoods with Buddhists. Military strength silenced Buddhist political activism at several conjunctures. However, the colonizing use of religion as a hegemonic practice has continued in some forms up until the present regime. In Myanmar the discourse about Buddhism and politics has remained confined within the conceptual parameters of colonialism, even though the British colonial period ended more than six decades ago. The description of colonial scholars of Buddhism as either a philosophy or an “otherworldly” religion, obscured much of its religious relevance in contemporary practices. Both descriptions take their departure from the colonial project and its hegemonic interventions in Buddhist forms of resistance to the modern, secular state. Previous chapters traced the cultural discourse about colonial modernity and iterated social tensions surrounding nationalism, education, secularism, access to modern knowledge, and the formation of a civil society that emerged at particular historical moments. These tensions surrounding issues of modernity are yet to be resolved and will likely shape the future of this nation. Consequently, for much of Burma’s modern history, Buddhist discourse about power has been articulated through genealogies of resisting the power of the state, or, alternatively, through validation of the state’s patronage over Buddhist sources of power.1 Secularism entered the Burmese cultural lexicon as part of this colonial discourse and proved to be a major challenge to the power of the modern state in Burma. As a modern paradigm of political power, secularism has not been successful and has yet to demonstrate its long-term viability and acceptance in the civil society of contemporary Myanmar. For most Burmese, secularism is not synonymous with good governance; for them, secular government often implies an abdication of political ethics and justice, for they consider worldly matters (lokiya) to be subject to Buddhist Universal Law, which is manifest in all human events.2 Since independence, the Burmese state has espoused secular political ideologies in several guises, including democracy, socialism, and militarism. None of them have been entirely successful and all their proponents eventually reverted to the use of Buddhist paradigms of power. For instance, during the democratic government of U Nu and later military regimes, various elites employed Buddhist constructions of power to legitimate their political claims. The idea that the development of the nation mirrored the stages of the Eightfold Noble Path in the attainment of perfection (nibbāna) was articulated first by nationalists in the 1920s and later by the democratic, socialist, and military regimes that followed. This return to a Buddhist discourse of power frequently resulted from the insurmountable tensions of modernity and most particularly from weak institutions in civil society. [44.213.75.227] Project MUSE (2024-03-13 11:07 GMT) CHAPTER 8 148 At many conjunctures our received categories for understanding Buddhist practices and communities offer only inadequate descriptions and compel us to rethink earlier approaches to the study of Buddhism... 
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