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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  2 return to port, chaotic days 22 Home to Yaizu We started exhibiting abnormal symptoms beginning the evening of the day we were covered in ash. Some of us complained of serious pain. Headache, nausea, dizziness, diarrhea. Our eyes turned red and were itchy with mucus. Beginning about the third day, our faces turned unusually dark, and many small blisters appeared on the parts of our bodies—wrists, ankles, waists at belt level—where ash had settled as we worked. It was strange: they looked like burns, but they weren’t very painful. I think it was a week before our hair began to fall out. Pull, and hair would fall out in bunches, roots and all; but there was no pain. All this made us shudder. In view of everything that had happened, I assumed it had to be related in some way to the white ash. I was worried about my own condition, but at least I could move. I’ll be okay by the time we reach port—that was the level of my concern. It took us two weeks to get back to our home port of Yaizu. On the return, we saved fuel by unfurling the sail, when we had a following wind, and lowering it otherwise; we did this with our injured hands. We also repaired lines and buoys against our next voyage. Perhaps because we had guilty consciences, we cautioned each other: “Keep quiet about this when we land.” “It may be an important U.S. military secret.” It was only the fifth voyage for the Lucky Dragon #5 since Yaizu had become her home port, and for some of the crew this was their first voyage on her; so we weren’t particularly close. That was the situation when this incident befell us. RETURN TO PORT, CHAOTIC DAYS 23 There wasn’t much candor; we didn’t even talk much. Some had said they’d be leaving the ship after this voyage. I’d been told I’d be put in charge of refrigeration , but I wanted to hire onto a bigger ship as soon as possible. I didn’t want to stay long on the Lucky Dragon #5. On March 11, just before we got back to port, we encountered severe low pressure similar to what we’d experienced on departure. Our ship was tossed about violently; my blood froze. “When it rains, it pours.” The ship’s owner still hadn’t received a report on the incident from Kuboyama. On March 13, he got a telegram announcing: “Will arrive morning 14th.” “Passed Miyakejima 17:30.” I stood the last watch. On March 14, at 5:30 a.m., our voyage—fifty-two days of continual misfortune—was finally over, and in the morning mist our ship docked quietly in Yaizu. The day’s fish auction was already over, so our catch wouldn’t be off-loaded until the next morning. (Thanks to this one-day delay, it became possible to throw out much of the tuna and thus limit the damage.) The ship’s owner was shocked to learn everything that had happened, and looking into our black faces, he instructed us to go straight to the hospital and get examined. Beginning Skin burns caused by radioactive fallout. (Yomiuri Shimbun, March 17, 1954) [54.226.229.159] Project MUSE (2024-04-11 01:29 GMT) 24 CHAPTER TWO around 10:00 a.m., we each got examined at Yaizu Public Hospital. It was Sunday , so there was only one doctor on duty, surgeon Ōi Toshiaki. As soon as he heard the situation, he sensed immediately that we were suffering from radiation sickness. He tested our white blood cells and applied a sticky zinc ointment that looked like face powder. We looked so conspicuous with pure white ointment on our dark faces that we felt embarrassed to go out. We’d had a poor catch, and now this unease added to it. With mixed emotions , we went to our homes, taking our bonus of six pounds of tuna. As always, I handed mine out to neighbors, then returned to the ship. Two days later, the newspaper reports about contaminated tuna threw families, those who had received the tuna and had eaten it, into a panic. Early on the morning of March 15, the tuna were off-loaded and sent to Shizuoka, of course, but to other prefectures, too: Kanagawa, Tokyo, Nagoya, Niigata, Gifu, Fukui, Ishikawa, Aichi, Mie, Osaka, Hyōgo, Okayama... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780824860202
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780824835118
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794925376
				

			

			
									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	