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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Japanese Versions of Buddhism This chapter’s brief survey of the histories, practices, attitudes, and reputations of Buddhist priests in Japan may be somewhat subversive to idealized expectations of these individuals and their traditions. Readers who cherish personal memories of a tranquil temple garden, an encounter with a kindly priest, the awesome spectacle of a Buddhist ritual or festival in full swing—or who have found certain teachings by renowned Buddhist teachers to have significance in their lives— may experience this chapter’s observations as inconsistent with their views of Buddhist beliefs and practices. Cognitive dissonance often arises when a grand theme or preconception confronts the specific realities of history and human behavior . The good news is that our minds are capable of incorporating unsettling new information in ways that do not compromise our basic orientation to a topic, institution, or place. Just as we can gaze at a magnificent cathedral in France and know it was constructed with the backbreaking labor of artisans and peasant workers, so should we be able to balance the noble ideals of Buddhism with its all-too-human leaders and institutional manifestations. The development of Buddhism in Japan is an amazing story after all, one emblematic of how religion in all places and times is constantly shaped in sometimes startling ways by shifting variables of culture, politics, and power. The brief overview that follows can touch upon only a few of the key “headlines” that have shaped this tradition into its contemporary forms. BUDDHIST HISTORIES IN JAPAN: AN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Buddhism has influenced Japanese civilization and culture in decisive ways ever since arriving in the islands around 538 CE. The religion was recommended to the ruling clan of the time by King Songmyong of a Korean kingdom called Paekche (Baekche), who, like his counterparts in China, found Buddhism useful because it promoted stability and order in society. While today many people in the West tend to associate Buddhism with meditation and the quest for enlightenment , for most of its history in Asia it has emphasized merit, salvation, karma, healing, and benefits in this world (genze riyaku). All of these themes are cultural Japanese Versions of Buddhism • 29 adaptations of a set of core teachings. Fueled by faith, patronage, and innovation, the expressions of Buddhism we see today—the architecturally significant temples , beautiful gardens, and impressive painting, calligraphy, and sculpture—can be thought of as edited versions of a complex religious heritage, adapted to suit and receive support from the audience at hand.2 To put it differently, stereotypes about Buddhism in Asia, and especially those characterizing Japanese Buddhism as “Zen and everything else,” have to be shelved in order to see Buddhism as a dynamic social, economic, and sometimes political force. We have to remember that it took almost a thousand years for Buddhist teachings and practices originating in India to reach far-off Japan. When traveling to new regions via trade caravans or as members of official delegations sent by a king, mendicant Buddhist monks had little choice but to affiliate with patrons who could provide the land, shelter, protection, and resources necessary to sustain monastic life. Along the eastward drift of Buddhist teachings were innumerable cultural encounters that reworked some of Buddhism’s basic ideas and worldviews. Over the centuries there have been many interpretations about the relationship between monks and their parents, founders and disciples, rulers and the Buddhist dharma, death and salvation, historical and future buddhas, the appearance of bodhisattvas, esoteric teachings, and so on. But circumstances change and religious practice must adapt. In India and China, to reciprocate benefactors who provided material resources and protection, monks conducted rituals that advanced Buddhist themes while still addressing the concerns of their clients. They generated merit, conducted funerals, and later held memorial services for departed ancestors. Through rituals they empowered individuals seeking better health, an easy death, a stable social order, a smooth trip to paradise, or even victory in battle. Since physical ailments were ever-present, monks did their best to heal or exorcise the cause of the affliction. Once a temple became established, the management of donated or acquired property and other material resources was important as well. Monks administered land and the revenue it produced, including crop production and rent from tenant farmers. Temples also stayed solvent by selling various products such as medicinal cures and amulets, and would even parade an image of the Buddha in a procession for the purpose of fundraising .3 A social history of... 
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