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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  o n e The Idea of Nature in Medical Theory and Practice One may wonder whether the doctor-patient relationship has ever succeeded in being a simple, instrumental relation that could be described in such a way that the cause and the effect, the therapeutic gesture and its result, would be directly related one to the other, on the same plane and at the same level, without being mediated by something foreign to its space of intelligibility. It is certain, in any case, that the centuries-old invocation of a healing nature [une nature médicatrice] has been and remains the reference to just such a mediator, who would account, throughout history, for the fact that the doctor-patient couple has only seldom been a harmonious one, in which each partner can be said to be fully satisﬁed with the other’s behavior. To procure, for the sick man, by efﬁcacious interventions, an amelioration or a restitution that he would not know how to obtain by his own means: that is the doctor’s ambition, an ambition that is not ruled out by his sincere and persistent abstention from all charlatanism but is merely the other side of his professional honesty. This ambition may even contain the 25 26 The Idea of Nature idea that a sick organism is, vis-à-vis the doctor and for him, nothing more that an object that is passive and obedient to external manipulations and solicitations. John Brown, a Scottish doctor much celebrated in Italy and in Germany at the beginning of the nineteenth century and the inventor of the concepts of stenia and asthenia,1 believed it possible to summarize succinctly the imperative of medical activity: ‘‘In order to both prevent and cure diseases, we must always use the indication proposed, and stimulate or debilitate; never wait, nor trust the supposed powers of nature, which have no real existence.’’2 This was the necessary consequence of a certain conception of the living body: ‘‘Life is not a natural, but a forced state . . . kept . . . not by any powers in themselves, but by foreign powers.’’3 For an inert body, an active medicine. Conversely, an awareness of the limits of the power of medicine accompanies any conception of the living body that attributes to it, in whatever form, a spontaneous capacity of conserving its structure and regulating its functions. If the organism has its own capacities of defense, then to trust it (at least temporarily) is a hypothetical imperative for both prudence and skill. For a dynamic body, an expectant, passive medicine [médecine expectante ].4 Patience—a wait-and-see attitude—would thus be the spirit [génie] of medicine. And still it would be necessary for the patient to agree to this forbearance. Théophile de Bordeu observed and wrote of this very well: ‘‘this expectant method has something cold or austere to it, and the vivacity of patients and assistants need not adapt to it. Also, those who employ it have always made up only a small number of the doctors, especially among people who are naturally sharp, impatient, and apprehensive.’’5 Not all treated patients heal. Some patients heal without a doctor. Hippocrates , who consigns such remarks to his treatise The Art, also holds the responsibility for—or the legendary glory of—having introduced the concept of nature into medical thought.6 ‘‘Nature is the doctor of disease.’’7 By ‘‘doctor,’’ we should understand an activity, immanent to the organism, that compensates for deﬁciencies, reestablishes disruptions of the equilibrium, and corrects the bearing [allure] when it detects a change. This activity is not a thanks to a natural intelligence [science infuse]: ‘‘nature ﬁnds the ways and means by herself, not by way of intelligence: for example, blinking and the tongue offer assistance, as do other actions of this kind; without instruction or knowledge, nature does what is appropriate.’’8 [3.84.202.224] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 16:28 GMT) The Idea of Nature 27 The analogy between the art of the doctor and healing nature does not elucidate nature through art, but art through nature. The medical art must observe, must listen to nature. Here, to observe and listen is to obey. Galen, who attributed concepts one can call merely ‘‘Hippocratic’’ to Hippocrates himself, also took them up as his own: he, too, taught that nature is the ﬁrst to conserve health because it is the ﬁrst to form the organism. One must remember, however, that... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823253654
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823234318
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					867784758
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					128
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-05-20
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	