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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Prologue Miracle and Mass Destruction (Underworld I) ‘‘You believe in God?’’ he said. ‘‘Yes, I think so.’’ ‘‘We’ll go to a ball game sometime.’’ —Don DeLillo, Underworld Because there is—as I believe—no proper place to begin reading Derrida on religion or anything else, because all one can do is prepare, calculate, strategize, and then give it a shot, I would like to begin with a religious tale that is rather far away from Derrida’s interests, idiom, and culture, an American prophesy followed up by an American tale of faith and knowledge , testimony and technology, the miracle and the machine. The prophecy I am alluding to is not to be found, however, in what would generally be recognized to be a religious text. Worse, it is not exactly a prophecy about the future, about some future event that has not yet taken place but is promised one day to come to pass, on December 21, 2012, for example, to cite just the latest in a long line of Doomsday predictions. No, the prophecy I am alluding to has in some sense already happened, even if, as we shall see, it has never been taken fully into account and so has never fully arrived, like a trauma that has been registered in our collective conscience but has yet to be revealed and understood. And while it has left traces and will continue to leave traces in our history, the prophecy I am alluding to was ﬁrst and most clearly pronounced in literature, in a couple of works of American ﬁction, which does little, in my view, to 13 annul its prophetic power. For inasmuch as prophecy—and particularly prophecies of apocalypse and a ﬁnal judgment—can be uttered and heard only in a time before the end of time, ﬁction has perhaps always been their proper place. The ﬁrst attempt to voice this prophecy in American ﬁction is to be found in Carson McCullers’s 1940 novel The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter, where an African-American street preacher proclaims the Day of Judgment to be near and even takes the risk of giving it a precise date. Speaking in 1939, the time in which the novel is set, the preacher in McCullers’s novel stands on a soapbox with Bible in hand and preaches to the crowd that has gathered around him that the apocalypse will not be long in coming. ‘‘He talked of the second coming of Christ. He said that the Day of Judgment would be October 2, 1951.’’1 Now while it is tempting to read this passage today with a smile as yet another example of a mistaken or false prophecy, as one that simply never came to pass as predicted, I would like to suggest that we not be so quick to dismiss it in this way. If prophecy must always be thought in relation to ﬁction, and ﬁction can never simply be measured against history, then it might be said that the prophecy has either not yet happened, that it remains imminent, or that it has already happened, that the end has already come, and that our historical knowledge is simply trying to catch up to what has always been known or registered by our ﬁction. Entertaining this last hypothesis, one might speculate that McCullers’s street preacher was perhaps not as mistaken as all that but was simply off by a single day, that the Day of Judgment actually came not on October 2 but on October 3, 1951. This would have been the day of a true apocalypse , one that, again, will have left traces in history but will have been registered most profoundly in literature, in ﬁction, where a certain revelation and a certain end of the world are foretold and where what comes to pass is an event, a miracle, that so shocked those who witnessed it that they could express little more than their disbelief, a sign of their belief after reason, their faith in the wake of knowledge. As the announcer of the event would say in words that live on today as a testament to the miracle, words recorded but ﬁrst pronounced ‘‘live’’ over the radio, as if radio waves were the proper element for this miracle: ‘‘I don’t believe it. I don’t believe it. I do not believe it. Bobby Thompson hit a line drive into the lower deck of the left-ﬁeld stands and the place is going crazy’’ (U... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823249411
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823239979
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					787845998
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					432
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-08-22
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	