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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  introduction The Civil War letters of the Evans family, presented in Their Patriotic Duty, offer rich, variegated, and insightful portraits of Civil War life in the Midwest. Speciﬁcally they reveal to us the world of middling rural folk from Ohio, a group that sent tens of thousands of their husbands, brothers, and sons to battle, and whose own lives at home were also inexorably changed by the war. The Evans letters possess many rare qualities that will make them a rich source for students of the Civil War at all levels of scholarly inquiry. There are hundreds of compilations of Civil War letters for Northerners and Southerners, usually letters of soldiers to loved ones at home. Less plentiful, and more often from Southern whites than Northerners, black or white, are letters to absent soldiers from wives and families describing the difﬁculties that the war brought to those left behind.1 We know comparatively little about life on the Midwestern home front during the war.2 The Evans collection is unusual, though not unique, in that it contains both sides of the correspondence—those at the front lines and those at home—of an Ohio white family whose collective lives intersect with many major currents and issues of the Civil War era. The letters offer insight into the home front lives of Midwesterners, who supplied hundreds of thousands of Union troops. They explore many of the central themes of the Civil War era: the meaning of the Union—and one’s duty 1. See for examples of Northern collections, Judith A. Bailey and Robert I. Cottom, eds., After Chancellorsville: Letters from the Heart, the Civil War Letters of Private Walter G. Dunn and Emma Randolph (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 1998); and Richard L. Kiper, ed., Dear Catherine, Dear Taylor: The Civil War Letters of a Union Soldier and his Wife (Lawrence : University Press of Kansas, 2002). 2. For example, Paul Cimbala and Randall M. Miller, eds., Union Soldiers and the Northern Home Front: Wartime Experiences, Postwar Adjustments (New York: Fordham University Press, 2002), looks at soldiers from New England, Pennsylvania, even Iowa, but lacks an essay on the key states of the Ohio Valley. Another volume of essays about the Civil War home front, Joan E. Cashin, ed, The War Was You and Me: Civilians in the American Civil War (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2002), contains an essay addressing the Ohio Valley; Joseph Glatthaar, ‘‘Duty, Country, Race, and Party: The Evans Family of Ohio,’’ 332–57, discusses Samuel and Andrew Evans, but focuses primarily on how the war shifted their ﬁlial relationship. This volume introduces readers to many more members of the Evans family, their neighbors, and the issues confronting them on the home and war fronts. toward it; the evolving deﬁnition of those things for which it was worth dying; the impact of war on life and work on the home front; the restructuring of familial and community boundaries as a result of the war; the reconﬁguration of political allegiances and beliefs; and the evolution of white racial attitudes as slavery disintegrated and black soldiers helped win the war for Union. We can follow this intriguing saga because one of the Evans sons—Samuel—had the foresight to periodically bundle up his letters from home and send them back for ‘‘safekeeping’’ with fellow soldiers returning to Ohio on furlough. The family in Ohio saved these letters and the ones he wrote from the war front. They give us an extraordinarily informative and detailed picture of how the war connected people and their concerns, although these people were separated by hundreds of miles. Samuel’s daughter Katherine Evans kept the letters in an old shoebox in the family home, rereading them over and over. Kate gave the letters to Wendell Evans (Sam’s grandchild and an engineer by profession) when she entered a nursing home in 1981. Wendell mailed them to another of Sam’s grandchildren, Joseph Evans (also an engineer), who had the letters transcribed. Joe sent the letters back to Wendell, who donated them to the Ohio Historical Society Archives in 1984. He also wanted to transcribe them and prepare an edited version as a gift to the Evans clan’s grandchildren. Mr. Evans consulted with the staff of the Historical Society ; they suggested he ﬁnd a professional historian to help him. Mr. Evans shared that suggestion with his daughter, Ann Guise of Philadelphia. She responded, ‘‘Oh, Daddy, I know an historian!’’ Ann... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823248520
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823227846
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					608145123
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					384
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	