
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Ecce Monstrum: Georges Bataille and the Sacrifice of Form

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Conclusion: Bataillean Meditations
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Jeremy Biles
						  
												
						
	
							Fordham University Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  c o n c l u s i o n Bataillean Meditations The human species cannot remain indifferent to its monsters. — g e o r g e s b a t a i l l e , ‘‘The Deviations of Nature’’ Ecce Monstrum: Beholding the Monster In book 4 of his Generation of Animals, Aristotle remarks upon the conditions that deﬁne monstrosity: ‘‘Anyone who does not take after his parents is really in a way a monstrosity [teras], since in these cases Nature has in a way strayed from the generic type.’’1 Bataille would agree with the letter, if not the spirit, of this description. Aristotle’s interests are classiﬁcatory in nature; his purposes are scientiﬁc and philosophical. Bataille, on the other hand, aggressively pursues deviation, making aberration a component in an experiential process. His fascination with, and affective response to, such natural prodigies as those of which Aristotle writes is especially evident in his treatise ‘‘The Deviations of Nature,’’ where he speaks to the ravishment of the senses that these monstrous contradictions arouse in those who behold them. But ultimately Bataille is concerned with developing a mode of experience that does not depend on the literal existence of damaged or 163 164 Ecce Monstrum extraordinary bodies. Rather, he elaborates (as I have attempted to show in these pages) an agonistic, and indeed agonized, practice of reading, writing , and artistic production, a practice that presents the monstrous to those who are willing to look upon it, in order to incite monstrous transformations in them—transformations of their inner selves. Bataille’s sacriﬁces of form are textual, philosophical, and artistic, even as they aim to produce contradictory effects (and affects) that are sensible, erotic, and perhaps even traumatic.2 The monstrous thus not only ﬁgures but also evokes the sensibility de- ﬁned by the conjunction of ecstasy and horror—the ‘‘religious sensibility.’’ Eros, God of Compassion The religious sensibility emerges in an instant in which contraries ‘‘seem visibly conjoined’’; divine ecstasy and horror coincide, as opposites, in an anxious union. For Bataille, it was photographs of a torture victim that revealed this conjunction, or ‘‘capacity for reversal,’’ among contraries.3 And this reversal proved also to be wounding. ‘‘The sight of torture,’’ Bataille writes in Guilty, ‘‘opens my individual being violently, lacerates it.’’4 Not seeking to avoid injury, Bataille gazes upon these intolerable photographs to ‘‘stretch the laceration out,’’ and thereby engage in a violent inner experience at the level of death. Fixing his attention upon the image of the wounded other, Bataille ruptures, if only ﬂeetingly, his closed sense of self. ‘‘If I look,’’ he writes, ‘‘I’m beside myself . . . attaining ecstasy.’’5 This evanescent experience of the death of the self—even if undergone in solitude— proceeds by way of an image of another, for it is in relation to some other, whether rendered through art, literature, or philosophy, that the ecstatic rupture is provoked. Taken to its culminating point, to an erotic pitch, the wounds of the other become one’s own, even as they mark a separation that can never be fully overcome. ‘‘Compassion, pain, and ecstasy connive with each other [se composent].’’6 Bataille italicizes the element that he also places ﬁrst in this series because pain and ecstasy, if they are to be experienced to the point of death, are only possible through compassion. And compassion, carried to its extreme in identiﬁcation with the other, comes forth tears. The tears that issue in profound communication are the tears of a god at once cruel and gentle, sacri- [44.192.45.10] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 23:00 GMT) Conclusion: Bataillean Meditations 165 ﬁcing and self-sacriﬁcial. They are the tears of Eros, the god who wounds those whom he conjoins. And as Bataille never stops reminding us, those who would risk compassion for the other also risk being wounded by what they look upon. Risk: Doing unto Oneself In his book on the subject, Bataille characterizes eroticism, in contrast to ‘‘simple sexual activity,’’ as a ‘‘psychological quest.’’ Later in that same book, elaborating on the conditions under which this quest may proceed, he claims that eroticism is realized through ‘‘a conscious refusal to limit ourselves within our individual personalities.’’ Only by consenting to eroticism and the ‘‘violence to our inner selves’’ that it implies are we able to achieve the experience that he deems sacred.7 Acute experiences of eroticism of the sort that Bataille so often... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823247752
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823227785
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794702338
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					372
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-02-08
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	