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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Reﬂecting God S A L L I E M c F A G U E Kearney’s hermeneutics of religion might be called a ‘‘covenantal process view without the metaphysics’’ or, perhaps more accurately, with only intimations of metaphysics. The ontological claim is there— God is coming, will come, can come—but only if we help God come, only if we do our part by witnessing to love and justice in the world. The relations between God and human beings are built on invitation and response, on the possibilities the divine offers us and our acceptance of these possibilities as our life vocation. ‘‘If we are waiting for God, God is waiting for us’’ (‘‘Re-Imagining God,’’ 9). Not waiting for us to become something, but to do something: what Kearney calls the small things, things like giving a cup of cold water to a thirsty person. He says this is ‘‘micro-eschatology.’’ There are several things I like about Kearney’s vision. First, his God is not beyond being, but emptied into being, on the side of being. ‘‘There is more to God than being. Granted. But to pass beyond being you have to pass through it’’ (‘‘The God Who May Be,’’ in Questioning God, ed. Caputo et al., 169). By ‘‘being’’ he includes the least of beings to whom we owe justice and love. The incarnate God appears to need us in order to become fully embodied. Kearney has a healthy Catholic sacramental sensibility that sees God everywhere and especially in the despised, the small, the particular, the details. This kenotic Christology is nontriumphalist; it is also a paradigm for us to follow as we answer, when called, ‘‘Here we are.’’ Needless to 362 say, this understanding of God puts a large burden on us. Are we up to it? In Kearney’s view, God’s power appears to be entirely in powerlessness. What of the immanence of divine love as the source of the world’s empowerment? Is his covenantal process view too slight in its ontological claim? Can we answer if we are not already empowered to do so or, as the tradition would say, already ‘‘in grace’’? For Kearney, God is in the details (the small and the least), and rightly so, but do we also ‘‘live and move and have our being in God’’? Another feature of Kearney’s work that I like is his ease in moving among different disciplines and genres. As a theologian whose ancillary ﬁeld has been literature and literary theory rather than philosophy , I have sometimes felt second-class. One of the healthy deconstructive moves of the last few decades has been the blurring of disciplinary boundaries and the realization that concepts are not more ‘‘true’’ than are images. I believe Kearney would agree that metaphorical language—language that makes connections by novel associations—is more appropriate for the God who never stays still than is conceptual language which pretends to ﬁnality and certainty. The Scriptures, after all, are poetic texts, and any reliance on them as a source or resource for theology needs to take that fact seriously. Kearney’s use of Scripture, testimony, and literature builds a strong argument, not by logic or reason but by the piling up of wonderful, powerful images, testimonies, poems, and stories that create the meaning toward which he is groping. He leads the reader through signs, signals, images, and suggestions in the hope that an intimation of the God of possibility will appear. It did for me. His method of polymorphous suggestion enriches and builds with the hope that insight will occur at one or another level—scriptural, testimonial, literary. Finally, I ﬁnd Kearney’s brand of deconstructive theology deeply satisfying as a Christian. He balances the two sides of Christianity: the Catholic, sacramental, incarnational side with the Protestant prophetic , iconoclastic side. Most deconstructionists work happily within the ‘‘Protestant’’ side; in fact, one could say that deconstruction is another version of Karl Barth’s Nein! to all ideologies or Paul Tillich’s Protestant Principle that denies absoluteness to any ﬁnite symbol. The ‘‘No’’ is easier to say than the ‘‘Yes,’’ especially the appropriate , minimal, humble, small, kenotic ‘‘Yes.’’ Christian faith, I believe, says both. What deconstruction reminds us is that our ‘‘Yes’’ must be small and honest. Kearney adheres to this admonition, but he does say ‘‘Yes’’: we are invited to the feast, to the banquet, by the Reﬂecting God 363 [3.236.16.232] Project MUSE (2024-03... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823247394
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823225316
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					71010690
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					464
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-02-08
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	