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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  105 6 singing slave girls (qiyan) of the ‘abbasid court in the ninth and tenth centuries kristina richardson The category of slave in the Middle East encompassed a number of different duties and positions: eunuch, chattel, domestic servant, sexual subject, infantryman, concubine, entertainer, laborer, and sometimes a trusted and valued member of the household. As Shaun Marmon has noted, “there can be no single model for the study of slavery in Islamic societies,”1 and to parse the statement further, especially not for intersections of slavery, gender , and childhood. Even so, there is some use in reading aspects of female slavery against Hegel’s model of the master-slave dialectic and Orlando Patterson’s elaboration of that theory. I have selected them because Patterson ’s model does try to accommodate Islamicate slave systems, though it does not take gender and childhood into account as an important aspect of it.2 Patterson argues in Slavery and Social Death that all slave systems—from dynastic Mesopotamia to early medieval Iceland to modern Sudan—dominate the subject’s body and mind. A slave’s physical movement is controlled, her labor forced, and in many instances she is made to submit sexually to the master. The psychological domination starts in the first days of ownership with the alienation of a slave from her native surroundings. Or if she remains with her family, she recognizes that her master has authoritative power over her. In Hegel’s formulation of master-slave relationships, the slave validates the master’s existence because she exists only to fulfill the master’s will. As a result, the slave’s identity is wholly tied to that of her master. The slave dies unto herself and is reborn, so to speak, as an extension 106 kristina richardson of the master’s ego and will and a physical confirmation of his personal esteem. This alienation of the slave from a community (other than that of her master) negates her social existence, engendering “social death.”3 elite female slavery in islamicate lands This theoretical model certainly has wide application but does not account for the many nuanced master-slave relationships in the medieval Islamicate world, where domination of master over slave was not fixed and absolute. Understanding this, Patterson devotes a later chapter of his book to slave systems that are not wholly explained by the “Hegelian-Pattersonian” model of degradation, slave dependency, and social death. He examines elite male slavery in the late-medieval Mamluk Empire (1250–1517 CE), where male slave soldiers (mamluks) were sultans, and he also analyzes the early-modern Ottoman Empire (1299–1922) where harem eunuchs, military officers, and guardians of the treasury formed part of the elite slave corps. He terms these men “ultimate slaves” because the definition of a slave as a powerless servant does not apply to them. There is even debate as to the appropriateness of calling these individuals slaves, seeing as “irony . . . the conception of slavery in Islamic contexts, for in practice the least respected individuals came to be entrusted with the most strategic posts of the empire.”4 These slaves’ servitude was not entirely self-denying, as they gained prestige, political prominence, and important allies. Patterson does not account for women in this scheme of elite slavery, though female slaves also had some opportunities to command comparable political power in Islamicate society . In the Ottoman royal harem, for example, Kösem Sultan, a concubine who bore two future sultans, collaborated with Süleyman Agha, the chief black eunuch, to insulate herself and her sons from palace intrigues and tensions. These two slaves—a concubine and a eunuch—worked together to protect themselves and promote their agendas. Ultimately, however, Kösem Sultan was double-crossed and murdered by Süleyman Agha himself.5 In this chapter I argue that, like the Ottoman concubines of the sultan’s royal harem, the female slave entertainers of caliphs and other wealthy patrons of the ‘Abbasid period (750–1258) exploited their sexuality and their proximity to the politically powerful for personal gain. The ‘Abbasid slave singers were well known for their beauty and sex appeal, and, as will be shown, their reputation as entrancingly beautiful women was widely acknowledged in Arabic literature of the period. By currying favor with the master, one could reap distinct social benefits. For example, a slave could enter into his inner circle of companions, even becoming one of his favored sexual partners and bearing him children. The singing slave girls (qiyan) of the... 
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