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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  CHAPTER 6 Personal Rivalries and Lawsuits Ungentlemanly Conduct O F , , Jonathan Dayton reported the repeal of Ogden’s New Jersey steamboat monopoly to Thomas Gibbons. “When we took the vote, the disappointment of the Colonel was great, his morti ﬁcation extreme,” gloated Dayton. As Ogden was “governed more by the spirit of prejudice than prescience,” he would now certainly negotiate with Gibbons. Dayton concluded, “So much for steam boats, projectors, and proprietors.”₁ The steamboat struggle had become increasingly antagonistic and public. After the death of Fulton, his incipient steamboat empire broke into three separate operations in spring . On the Mississippi River, John and Edward Livingston battled against competitors such as Daniel French and Henry Miller Shreve in their attempts to keep the Mississippi River Steam Boat Navigation Company functioning. In New York, Robert L. Livingston and Edward P. Livingston fought oﬀ a series of competitors, including Massachusetts inventor James L. Sullivan and the ever-present John Stevens. On the line from New York City to New Jersey, John R. Livingston, Aaron Ogden, and Thomas Gibbons competed for business. This latter conﬂict would prove to be the most visible, as Ogden and Gibbons  fought not just before state legislatures and in court but also in the press and before the public. Even Thomas Gibbons’s family problems played a role in the ongoing struggles to control steam travel along the East Coast. As these conﬂicts intensiﬁed, many realized the intractable nature of the steamboat wars. Over the prior twenty years, informal negotiation reinforced by the threat of legal action had given way to lawsuits, injunctions, and retaliatory state legislation. Ordinary citizens now held town meetings, petitioned legislatures, and demanded that steamboat promoters provide cheaper and more reliable service. When such tactics failed, newspapers began to call for federal intervention to solve the issue of the New York monopoly once and for all. Problems in Elizabethtown In addition to feuding over ﬁnancial concerns, Gibbons, Ogden, and John M. Trumbull fought for social prestige, an important commodity in Elizabethtown , New Jersey. In , Elizabethtown boasted a population of just over three thousand. Traditionally an agrarian area, the town helped link Philadelphia to New York City. By the early s, a younger generation of self-made DemocraticRepublicans began to rub shoulders with landholding descendants of the colonial elite. In these environs, family pedigree, personal reputation, and economic success still carried great social weight.² Ogden’s ancestors had helped settle Elizabethtown in the s, and Trumbull came from a famous Connecticut family of intellectuals, politicians, and soldiers. In contrast, Gibbons’s extravagant income , lavish spending habits, and public outbursts sparked the disgust and envy of genteel yet ﬁnancially vulnerable Elizabethtown elites. The Georgian also carried a Loyalist taint, which contrasted with Ogden’s wartime service in the patriot cause. None of this was forgotten in the arguments among the three men, which frequently invoked the language of honor, paternalism, and civic virtue.³ Gibbons and Ogden chieﬂy fought over Elizabethtown Point, a valuable dock facility that provided direct access to New York Harbor. In , British troops had made certain to hold the dock, and George Washington had made a point of visiting it on the way to his inauguration in New York City in . In , Ogden agreed to pay Gibbons an annual rent to use his share of the property. Then, when Gibbons transferred his share of the ferry service to his daughter, Ogden secretly negotiated a signiﬁcantly cheaper lease agreement.⁴ Gibbons confronted Ogden over the incident, and the colonel blasted his rival for buying Elizabeth-  Gibbons v. Ogden, Law and Society [18.209.48.250] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 23:45 GMT) town Bank stock to inﬂuence local credit rates. More seriously, Gibbons had abused Ogden’s hospitality and maligned his character through a legislative petition that accused him of robbing Ann Trumbull and her children of their interest in the Elizabethtown ferry business.₅ Gibbons responded, “The obligation in this exchange of civility is on the part of the gentleman who invites, not on him who accepts.”₆ While protesting Ogden’s petition, Gibbons asked his rival to explain his own character attacks to the state legislature. Gibbons ominously concluded , “I leave this yet open for you to do, with the assurance, that I will never bear an insult, nor an injury remediless at law.”⁷ On the advice of attorneys Isaac H. Williamson and Thomas Addis Emmet, Gibbons pressured the Trumbulls to disavow their agreement with Ogden.⁸ He also blamed... 
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