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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  89 Larry Brown Larry Brown was the author of six novels and two collections of short stories . Born and raised in Oxford, Mississippi, he served in the U.S. Marines in the early 1970s. Upon his return, he worked as a firefighter and taught himself how to write fiction. In 1987, his soon-to-be editor, Shannon Ravenel, was reading Mississippi Quarterly, looking for stories to include in New Stories from the South, and came upon Brown’s second published story, “Facing the Music.” She included it in the anthology and in 1988 Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill published his first collection of short stories . Brown’s honors include the Southern Book Critics Circle Award and the Lila Wallace–Reader’s Digest Writer’s Award. Gary Hawkins’s documentary , The Rough South of Larry Brown, premiered at the Double Take Film Festival in Durham, North Carolina, in 2000. Brown lived in Oxford, Mississippi, with his wife and children until his death in 2004. Facing the Music, 1988 (stories); Dirty Work, 1989; Big Bad Love, 1990 (stories); Joe, 1991; Father and Son, 1996; Fay, 2000, The Rabbit Factory, 2003; A Miracle of Catfish, 2007 Where does a book begin for you? The way I get a story that’s a keeper is when something comes in my head and won’t leave. If it leaves, then I don’t worry about it. But when I think up a character and I keep thinking about their situation, finally I get motivated enough to put down a few words and see where it goes. That’s how I begin. I don’t really have any kind of a theme and usually not much of a story. It’s always a character and a situation. And there’s always some trouble going on early. Let’s take for example Father and Son, where the first page Glen is going home from three or four years in prison. You find out that his mother has died and he has an illegitimate child. And he hasn’t seen the baby’s mother in four years and he’s going to see her for the 90 the INtervIewS first time. So he’s coming home to a bunch of trouble. And I just proceed from there. I don’t know who any of the other major characters are going to be. People just pop up, and some of them turn out to be minor characters and some of them turn out to be major characters. That’s why I never use an outline. I usually don’t even have any notes. I usually just begin, and then the whole writing of the story of the novel is a process of discovery for me, day by day. Where it might take a reader only a few nights to read a book, it might have taken the writer years to write it. If a book is any good, it almost always took the writer years to write it. You make all these mistakes, and have to go back and fix them. It’s just a big mess until you get about nine-tenths of the way through it. Then you look back and maybe figure out what the story is about. And you know what to go back and emphasize or cut out or strengthen. That’s the way I go about crafting a novel. How do you create plot? I’m the kind of person who believes that character is more important than plot. I believe that if you create interesting enough characters, characters who are real enough, then whatever happens to them is the plot. When you think about it, life doesn’t have a plot. Brother Roy, the fallen preacher in Father and Son, is really the only character in the book that Glen can relate to. How did he make his way into the novel? The lake they were fishing in is an actual impoundment out here at Tula where I was raised. Two of my high school friends, a brother and a sister, each has a big home on either side of it. They have big decks overlooking this twenty-seven-acre lake that’s just full of bass—they will just hit anything you throw in. These people won’t let anybody fish in it, but the guy that built it was a friend of my father’s when they were little boys. So, I had the setting, but I really didn’t... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780820346281
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					868031742
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					344
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	