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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter XXI I Can Sing Atlanta: The Young Warriors When the Morehouse students began to talk about doing something about the intolerable situation in downtown Atlanta, where merchants gladly took black people's money but would not allow them to buy a cup of coffee, I knew that demonstrations were not far off. On February i, 1960, four students from A &T College in Greensboro, North Carolina, went to a white store in that city, seated themselves at the lunch counter and requested to be served. They were refused service, and they refused to leave. They were arrested, and the sit-ins were on. As in the Rosa Parks case in Montgomery, no organization sponsored the Greensboro sit-ins. This statement must be true, for so far as I know no civil rights organization has dared claim credit for it, as surely many would have been proud to do after this simple act of courage on the part of four young Negro boys set off shock waveswhichare still reverberating around the world. The time inevitably comes when oppressed people no longer will put up with an unbearable situation. Perhaps these four students had reached the limit of their endurance when they bravely started the revolution against discrimination in eating establishments in the South. On February 5, 1960, four days after the Greensboro incident, Lonnie King, Joe Pierce, and Julian Bond met to discuss the role Morehouse students and the students in the entire Center should play in the "new revolution " that was destined to cover the South "like the dew." I am indebted to Lonnie King, the chosen leader in the Atlanta University Center demonstrations , for much of the data about this significant and exciting period in the history of race relations in Atlanta. According to Lonnie King, the Morehouse and Spelman students had set February 12, Lincoln's birthday, as the appropriate time for the Center students to invade certain restaurants in downtown Atlanta. That date was postponed, however, because they wished to involve as many Center students as possible. The students had been planning their strategy for twelve days before a committee of them came to see me, February 17, 1960, to 287 2 8 8 B O R N T O R E B E L discuss their plans to begin the sit-ins in downtown Atlantaon February 19. Far from being surprised that our students were "getting into the act," I would have been dismayed had they not participated in this South-wide revolution. What advice could I give them? Actually, they didn't come to me for advice but rather to inform me oftheir determination to strike ablow for freedom in downtown Atlantaand to get my blessings. How could I tell them not to do in mass what I had tried to do alone in Pullman cars, in dining cars, and in restaurants? All my life I had fought a lone battle against some of the injustices for which the students were now ready to go to jail, serve time, even die to break the sacred law of segregation so dear and so precious to the white South. And yet I had mixed thoughts and mixed emotions about it all. The record of the Atlanta police in its dealing with Negroes had not been good. I knew the students would be arrested. Would they be brutally beaten or even killed? Should their parents know about their plans? I suggested that they wait a while, that they continue conversations before beginning their campaign. I was a bit fearful that demonstrations at Martin Luther King's college might affect adversely his trial in Alabama where he was being charged with willfully and deliberately lying about his income and expenses. They understood perfectly well, however, that I would support them, whatever course they decided to take. The six presidents in the Center were in full sympathy with the students , and the Council of Presidents never tried to overpersuade, let alone dictate to them. We did ask that they keep us informed and assured them that our suggestions were theirs for the asking, to accept or reject. I made my position clear to the Morehouse students. Each student should make up his own mind about participating in the sit-ins, should be coerced by no one, and once he had made up his mind to demonstrate, he should be prepared to take the consequences for violating the law,however unjust it surely was. I admonished them further that time spent... 
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