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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  MargaretConnelly september15,1898 HavingbeenindomesticservicesinceIwasﬁfteen—overhalf mylifetime—Icouldtelltalesthatwouldraiseaneyebrowor causeagasp,butIdon’thavetheurgetoprattleaboutpeopleI haveworkedforandcometoknowaswellasIdomyownfamily .Mostofthem,includingmycurrentmistress,Mrs.Jefferson Davis,havebeenkindandconsiderate.SoIsayattheoutset,in theeventthisruminationiseverreadbyanyoneelse,thatIam writinginthisdiaryforonepurposeonly—sothatImightrevisit theseobservationswhenandifIhaveacquiredthewisdomof advancedage,shouldIbesolucky. Mrs.DavisandherdaughterWinniehadonlybeeninNew YorkCityforaboutthreeyearswhenIstartedtoworkforthem, buttheircrispwayofspeakingsoundedasifthey’dneverlived anywhereelse.WhenIfeltateaseenoughwithWinnietomention thatfact,sheexplainedthathermotherhadgrownupin Mississippi,attendedaschoolinPennsylvania,andalsohadlived inWashington,D.C.Andsheherselfhadspentagoodpartof herlifeoutsidetheSouth.Shesaid,“Neitherofusisofaregional mind-set,althoughtherearethosewhoexpectustobe.”Ididn’t 88 devotion catchthedriftthenofwhatshemeant,butthewordshavestayed withme.OneofthethingsIadmiremostaboutWinnieDavis isthatshedoesn’ttalkdowntome.IcallherMiss,butinmy thoughts,IcallherWinnie,thenameshegoesby. HavingjustsaidWinnie’smotheriskindandconsiderate,Iwill addthatMrs.Davisisamixtureofhaughtyanddown-to-earth. Someofthetime,it’sasifshe’sremindingherselfandmethat wehavetoobservethedifferenceinourstations.WhenWinnie isawayonatriporinoneofhermoodswhereshewon’ttalkto hermother,orasshehasbeenthesepastweeks,reallylow-sick, Mrs.Davisgetsallfriendlywithme. Iwasnotsupposedtobehere.Shehadexplainedthatshe couldn’taffordtobringmeonvacationwiththemandhadlined upsummeremploymentformeinthecity.ThenasIwasabout toendthatserviceandgotoBostontoseemyfamily,Mrs.Davis calledformetocometoNarragansettPiertohelpwithherailing daughter.Shecouldhaveengagedhotelmaidswhowouldlike topickupextrawagesduringtheirofftime,butshewantedme becauseIamusedtothe“routine.”IexpectedWinnietobein oneofhermoodswhereshetakestoherroomanddoesn’tleave itfordays.Atsuchtimes,she’snotthatmuchofacare;mainly, shewantstobeleftalone.Thistime,though,Icouldseeright offitwasmorethanoneofherdarkspells.SoonafterIarrived, IoverheardMrs.DavistellMrs.PulitzerthatWinniewassicker thananybodyshe’deverseennottobedying. Mrs.Pulitzergotacitydoctorinvolvedthatsameday,buteven hehasnotbeenabletoturnthingsaround.Mrs.Davissentmeto thevillagepharmacyyesterdayforDulcet’sTonic,whichwasthe onlythingshecouldthinkofthathadn’tbeentriedonWinnie. It’shardonhertowatchherdaughterfadeinandout,asthough [3.235.186.91] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 12:36 GMT) margaretconnelly 89 realityisaroomwithdoors,soMrs.Davishashadmedoingmost ofthewatching.Atﬁrst,Iwasuneasysittingbythebedsidewith Winnielyingtherelikeshe’dalreadypassedonorstaringtoward theceilingasthoughshesawthingstherethatweren’t.Winnie usuallyhasanotebookhandy,whichshewritesinwhenshefeels likeproppingup.Notwhenhermother’saround,though.When shehearsataponthedoor,shestashesthebinderunderthebedcovers .Shehasinstructedmetoplaceitbeneathherbed,should shedozeoffwithitinherhands. AfterIhadcoaxedsomecoddledwhites-of-egg... 
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