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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 [76], Line —— 13.0 —— Long PgEn [76], lee schweninger To Name Is to Claim, or Remembering Place Native American Writers Reclaim the Northeast Relying on the assumption (left unspoken) that the cliff dwellers in what is now southwestern Colorado abandoned their city because of a longterm drought, Wallace Stegner writes in the introduction to Where the Bluebird Sings to the Lemonade Springs that contemporary western cities facing the possibility of drought “might ponder the history of Mesa Verde.” Then, as if the former inhabitants of Mesa Verde have no history after all, Stegner turns immediately to this generalization: “all western places are new” (xvi). In a chapter entitled “A Sense of Place,” he actually offers a deﬁnition of what it is that makes a place a place: “a place is not a place until people have been born in it, have grown up in it, lived in it, known it, died in it—have both experienced and shaped it, as individuals, families, neighborhoods, and communities, over more than one generation. . . . No place, not even a wild place is a place until it has had that human attention. . . . No place is a place until things that have happened in it are remembered in history, ballads, yarns, legends, or monuments” (201, 202). Elsewhere in the book, Stegner mentions in passing Louise Erdrich, Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, James Welch, and an unnamed Crow friend, but—as is evident from his passing reference to Mesa Verde—his formulation of what makes a place a place essentially writes Native American historicizing out of the history of the West.1 At the same time, however, he perhaps unwittingly provides a means for reclaiming place. To be born in it, live in it, or to remember it is to claim it, he avows. Taking as a point of departure the attitude about place expressed by Stegner in the context of the West, this essay suggests that in the East, also, “things that have happened” are “remembered in history,” in Native American history, even though those histories have been essentially ignored by the dominant culture over the past four to ﬁve hundred years. After glancing brieﬂy at examples of how the dominant culture has embraced an almost total disregard of Native histories and Native historicizing, I turn to 76 To Name Is to Claim 77 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 [77], Line —— 0.0p —— Long PgEn [77], the essay’s main argument: that many Native American poets of the Northeast attempt through their writing to reclaim the land and history that was denied their ancestors beginning at least as early as the seventeenth century ; through their verbal art, they reassert themselves into the history of New England from which they were essentially written out, and they thus reclaim their place: personally, historically, geopolitically. And further, by asserting a history, these poets also claim a future. In this sense they refute those historians, anthropologists, and archeologists who imply “that Indians lack not only a past of their own but a present and a future as well” (Salisbury 46). There is, of course, a well-established argument that Native Americans have been written out of the historical record. In his study of Puritans and Indians, New English Frontier: Puritans and Indians, 1620–1675 (1965), for example , Alden T. Vaughan assumes “the total absence of Indian sources” and implies (without acknowledging) the bias of his endeavor: “I have concentrated on the acts and attitudes of the Puritans toward the Indians and have not, for the most part, attempted to account for the actions and reactions of the natives” (vii). Even though more recent historians have offered correctives to Vaughan, others have continued to disregard and discount Native views of history. Clifford Trafzer writes, for example, that many scholars claim that “oral history taught by American Indian elders is mere myth, fable, and fairytale” (485).2 The suggestion that Native histories have been ignored and written out is important to an understanding of how contemporary (or recent) Native American and First Nations peoples retell and revise... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780820336688
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780820328850, 9780820328867
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					609681247
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2007

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	