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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  292 As a young child, Susan Elizabeth Freeman often provided medical care and aid for family members, the family dog, and dolls. Freeman ’s mother referred to her daughter as her “little nurse.” When the former “little nurse” became a teenager, she dealt with tragedy in November 1918: Early on a Tuesday morning, she joined her father and siblings at the bedside of her dying mother. With his wife, Susie Louise Freeman, in the last moments of her life, William Joseph Freeman, young Susan’s father, requested that family members fall to their knees to offer prayer. As he prayed, his wife quietly passed away.1 William spent part of his life working as a laborer in Stratford for a wealthy attorney and publisher Frederick Converse and the family of Alfred Beach, for whom he performed such tasks as milking the cow and serving as driver for the family. William fulfilled some of his spiritual yearnings by working with and building up—literally —the church where he worshipped, the First Baptist Church. He and his wife instilled a strong work ethic and Christian beliefs in their children.2 The strong work ethic and Christian beliefs sustained their daughter throughout her career as a nurse and soldier in World War II. In 1921 Susan, a talented student and athlete at Stratford High School, received her diploma. She had been ill for much of the year, suffering through a horrible case of diphtheria. In 1923 her desire to work in health care propelled her into nursing school at Freedman’s Hospital Training School for Nurses in Washington, D.C., Freeman also engaged in graduate studies at Howard and Catholic universities and advanced studies at Columbia University.3 With her education under her belt, she joined a distinguished lineage of African American nurses in Connecticut, proving to be a caring and understanding nurse. Martha Franklin, a registered nurse, organized the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses in 1908. Franklin worked professionally in both Bridgeport (1901–1903) and New Haven (1900, 1906–1911).4 Stacey Close 41 Susan Elizabeth Freeman, World War II Officer and Nurse Susan Elizabeth Freeman, . . . Officer & Nurse / S. Close 293 As the nation geared up for World War II, the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses recommended that its members join the efforts of the American Red Cross to provide a pool of nurses. The Red Cross served as a clearinghouse for the Army Nurses Corps. Initially, the army rejected African American applicants . When they finally accepted black women, Surgeon General James C. Magee informed the nurses that they could serve only in segregated hospitals and health-care units.5 The Army Nurses Corps required that its officers be registered nurses and members of the Red Cross. Mary McLeod Bethune, who founded Bethune Cookman College, Mabel K. Staupers, president of the Negro Graduate Nurses Association, and Eleanor Roosevelt helped to organize a campaign to recruit African American women into the corps. Stratford’s Susan Freeman became part of this early wave of African American female recruits. The military assigned her to Camp Livingston in Louisiana.6 Even for officers, life for African Americans in the military often meant enduring the humiliation of segregation in travel and camp facilities. Army regulations required officers to travel long distances via Pullman berths. It was during such travel that Susan Freeman encountered her first experience with the Jim Crow South. A train conductor in St. Louis told Freeman that the Pullman was off limits to “Negroes” who traveled through the South. Instead, she had to ride “Lower 13,” an area designated for African Americans. Estelle Massey Osborne, a friend of Freeman who, as a native of Texas, had experienced and understood the rules of life aboard segregated trains, overheard Freeman speaking with the conductor about the confusion. Osborne, who often rode Lower 13, did not grasp that Freeman, a native of Connecticut, had not experienced such indignities in public travel. (Osborne was the first African American woman to receive a master’s degree in nursing; she went on to lead the National Association of Graduate Nurses, the premier organization at the time for African American nurses.) The conductor led Freeman to a private room, where she completed the “Jim Crow” trip to Louisiana with accommodations superior to those afforded most African American travelers. Although the camp initially placed all white and black nurses in the same area, camp officials quickly organized efforts to construct segregated housing. In addition, African American doctors and nurses provided care... 
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