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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  3. Just as Duncan had narrativized the origin of her dance practice by recounting her childhood rejection of toe dancing, so she narrativized the origin of her identification with "Nature." She claimed "Nature" as her first and only teacher, guiding her always toward a body unfettered, undivided , uncorrupted: When I was fifteen years old and I realized that there was no teacher in the world who could give me any help in my desire to be a dancer, because at that time the only school that existed was the ballet, I turned, as I had noticed all other artists except dancers do, to the study of nature. Is anything more marvellous or beautiful in nature than the study of the delicate love movements of plants? My imagination was first captured by Shelley's wonderful poem The Sensitive Plant, and for my dances I studied the movements of the opening of flowers, and the flight of bees and the charming graces of pigeons and other birds.1 THE jLaiural ^ "The Sensitive Plant" notwithstanding, Duncan's idea of "Nature" was less transparent than she wanted her audiences to realize. Far from being a tabula rasa, beyond the contingencies of culture and history, this "Natural" body was an artistic invention as well as a rhetorical strategy—a conceptual cipher for an ideal of harmony that embraced the Greeks and rejected "African savages." "Nature" was Duncan's metaphorical shorthand for a loose package of aesthetic and social ideals: nudity, childhood, the idyllic past, flowing lines, health, nobility, ease, freedom, simplicity, order, and harmony. Through a series of correspondences, she elided "Nature" with science, [3.93.13.158] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 11:21 GMT) religion, the Greeks, and, finally, Culture. The "Natural" body was thus "civilized" (and white) as opposed to "primitive" (and black). Functioning as the foundational trope for her artistic practice, the grace and clarity of the "Natural" body thus served to purify and elevate the sullied image of the dancer in turn-of-the-century America. Functioning, too, as the foundational trope for her social agenda, it provided not just a blueprint for social order and harmony but also a template of social control, at a time of backlash against immigrants, whose numbers were growing, and blacks, whose ragtime music and dancing were penetrating urban American culture. Much like the Arts and Crafts exponents, who looked back toward the medieval guilds for a model of handmade craftsmanship and design simplicity, Duncan bemoaned the losses incurred by modern life.2 "With the first conception of a conscience," she argued, "man became selfconscious , lost the natural movements of the body; today in the light of intelligence gained through years of civilization, it is essential that he consciously seek what he has unconsciously lost."3 Progressive advocates of a "simple life"—from naturalist John Muir and economist Thorstein Veblen to Ladies" Home Journaleditor Edward Bok and craftsman Gustav Stickley—argued that the excessive nervous tension of the middle class could be cured by a cluster of practices outlined by historian David Shi as including "discriminating consumption, uncluttered living, personal contentment , aesthetic simplicity (including an emphasis on handicrafts), civic virtue, social service, and a renewed contact with nature in one form or another." The "simple life" was closely identified with the turn-of-thecentury nature revival, which manifested itself in a back-to-the-land movement, a wilderness movement, and an outdoor fresh air movement.4 "Nature" in its many guises—whether a country vacation or a stroll through Central Park, or a performance by Duncan—served as a rather nostalgic projection for the modern American, who sought some temporary respite from the anxiety of change and the complexity of the new. "In this present day of elaboration and artificiality," wrote an anonymous reviewer for the Philadelphia Telegraph, Miss Duncan's art comes as a pure breath from some pine-clad mountain height refreshing as its ozone, beautiful and true as the overarching blue sky. Entirely simple, natural and unaffected, she presents a picture of beauty, joy and abandon as one believes it must have been when the world was young and youth danced in the sunlight for the mere joy of life.5 For Duncan, as for many upper- and middle-class Americans dealing with the rapidly modernizing world at the turn of the century,6 this idyl90 DONE \NTo7)ance lie vision of "Nature," whose origin was traced back nostalgically to the u glory of Greece," represented the romantic values that modernity... 
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