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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  11 “A Roll of Money as big as My head” tuesday, June 7, 1938 fbi files on the Cash case contain dozens of newspaper clippings. not only did the new york,Washington,and Los Angeles dailies come under the scrutiny of J. edgar hoover, but so did the weekly journals of rural county seats in the southern and midwestern hinterlands. each day the director would examine these newspapers, and a single negative comment about him or his agency might bring an angry note to some unsuspecting editor. A pattern of criticism would incur the undying wrath of the vindictive lawman.1 The reports he read on tuesday morning must have infuriated him.Many of the newspapers pulled no punches. An article in the Charleston Daily Gazette in West virginia was typical. it noted that “for the first time since they began their investigation of the kidnapping [of Skeegie Cash] nine days ago . . . G-men had no known suspects in custody tonight. The two men longest held by the federal agents, M. f. braxton, 55-year old Princeton carpenter, and his son Pedro, were released without comment late today after braxton’s wife threatened to take legal action against the fbi unless they were freed.2 “because of the absence of any announcement from fbi headquarters in Miami, some observers were of the opinion the investigation . . . was back where it started a week ago and that all authorities were without any clues. “The G-men neither confirmed nor denied the report, turning away all inquiries with the usual ‘no comment.’”3 The press corps,as well as the citizens of Princeton,had thought hoover’s arrival signaled an imminent break. his picture graced nearly every newspaper in the nation, and a spirit of optimism radiated from south florida. “Roll of Money as big as My head” / 111 instead, the case had gradually sucked the director and his bureau into what must have seemed like a bottomless mire. Throughout it all, agents worked tirelessly.4 The Miami Herald reported that a five-dollar bill from the ransom payoff had been recovered at a Dade County filling station, but that report quickly proved erroneous.Some harried gas station attendant had transposed the numbers and called the G-men. Reports of ransom bills surfaced in all areas of the country and kept agents busy tracking down false leads.5 Perhaps the most futile attempt to breathe new life into the floundering investigation involved another full-scale search of the Cape Sable region. Describing this new effort, the Daily Gazette reported: “Carrying food and other provisions sufficient to last them a week, four men left here today to undertake a thorough search of the desolate Cape Sable region south of here for a clue in the kidnapping nine days ago of James bailey Cash, Jr.”6 no agency had sanctioned or authorized this expedition.it appears to have been a private mission undertaken by four individuals who had decided that little Skeegie might be buried in that marshy,inhospitable region of southwestern florida.The bureau’s initial interest in the area had come from the presence of frampy braxton’s son at the Cape, but by now, the carpenter’s family had been cleared. Still, readers in Pocatello and Poughkeepsie would assume it was a bureau operation, which made hoover’s men look desperate.7 Then,out of the blue,after having chased phantoms for a week,a lead came in that sounded promising.Rumor had it that the year before,a local teenager had attempted to extort $3,000 from a homestead banker.Agents thought it likely that the youth may have reverted to his old ways and snatched Skeegie.8 Special agents n. D. Willis and M. e. Gurnea investigated. Their report reads: “on either January 17 or January 18, 1937, on a Monday night, Mr. A. A. Paine, President of the first national bank at homestead , florida, received an extortion note tied to a rock about 7:00 p.m. . . . This extortion note had been thrown into the house of Mr. Paine, and Mrs. Paine, and her daughter, name unrecalled, located this note and called the same to Paine’s attention, who at that hour of the evening was in the first national bank at homestead. “The note demanded that Paine get $3,000 and place same at 7:30 p.m. the same date, on the steps of the City Swimming Pool, homestead, or his whole family would be destroyed.”9... 
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