
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Beside the Troubled Waters: A Black Doctor Remembers Life, Medicine, and Civil Rights in an Alabama Town

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						 2. To Be a Doctor
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Jack D. Ellis
						  , 
						
						  

						   Sonnie Wellington Hereford
						  
												
						
	
							The University of Alabama Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  2 To Be a Doctor Two weeks into my ﬁrst term, I faced the worst crisis I experienced during the whole time I was at Meharry. Not since my early days as a stuttering ﬁrstgrader at Councill had I felt the way I did now,sure that I’d bitten off more than I could chew. My feelings came not just from the fact that my classmates were all older—some were veterans or had already started their careers—but from their achievements.Two were pharmacists. One guy had been a jet pilot in Korea . Another had been a major in the army. A black major in the 1950s—now, you know he’s got to be on the ball.Two had PhDs, and half already had master ’s degrees, and everyone but me had a bachelor of science degree. Despite all the good teachers I’d had at Alabama A&M, my lack of selfcon ﬁdence made me start wondering about the value of my premed courses, a feeling that only got stronger during our ﬁrst class meeting, the get-acquainted meeting, when the fellows started talking about where they’d gone to school. This guy here was from Ohio University, and that guy was from the University of Illinois, and this one was from City College of New York. They were from Fisk and Morehouse and Howard, and they said,“Where are you from?” I said, “I’m from Alabama A&M,” and they said, “Where in the world is that?” Even worse was the situation at Aunt Susie’s, where I was sharing the bedroom with my cousin Kilbuck. All night long he snored like a freight train— loud, rasping sounds that seemed to shake the foundations.The house was small; there was no nook or cranny I could escape to, no place to catch up on my reading and grab a few hours of sleep. I was a nervous wreck and was about to ﬂunk out before getting started. So I called home and told them what was happening, and before long Tom had driven all the way up from Alabama and was at the front door. Near tears, I told him how Kilbuck and his friends talked and played cards, how Kilbuck snored all night long, how I had a big box of bones sitting beside my bed whose 38 / Chapter 2 names I still hadn’t memorized, and he should just take me home, just let me be a schoolteacher. Well, Tom drove over to the house where John Cashin Jr.1 was living and talked to the lady there, and she said try the Omega House, over on Meharry Boulevard. At the Omega House, the fellow in charge said to Tom, yes, we’ve been saving a room for a guy who still hasn’t shown up, and I could have it if I wanted it. So I took the room and ﬁnally got some peace and quiet. Soon, I’d settled in with nine other guys there and started trying to catch up, because the ﬁrst quiz, in gross anatomy, was just days away. The course was taught by the only full-time white professor on the faculty, a man named Miller—“Race Horse Miller,” they called him because he talked in triple time.Taking notes was impossible, so I’d go back to my room and read over the textbook. I’d read for six or seven hours at a stretch, sometimes ten or twelve. After the exam, some of the guys were talking about how well they’d done, and I was sure I’d failed.The next day, Miller comes back and lays the papers on his desk, and he goes to the board and writes “Hughes, 96”—this was a fellow who’d taken the course before and was repeating the ﬁrst year. Next, he writes “Jefferson, 83,” “Jones, 82,” and then—was I seeing things?—“Hereford, 81.” It was as if I’d scored 1,000.This restored my conﬁdence a little, especially after some of the other fellows started asking to study with me. After that, the exams never let up—written and oral tests once a week, pop quizzes,lab exams.That ﬁrst quarter was a blur of lectures and labs in biochemistry and anatomy, embryology, and histology. And the assignments seemed insane, especially for someone used to reading one or two chapters a week at A&M who was now being told to read three or four in one night. That... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780817385064
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780817317218, 9780817357894
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					772459652
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					189
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2011

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	