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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  ~8' AMA Common Schools After the War [34.228.227.218] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 09:24 GMT) :r ~ HE AMA rapidly expanded its educational work after the war. ~ - In mid-1865 it had 250 teachers and missionaries in the field. The number increased to 353 in 1866, to 451 in 1867, and to 532 in 1868. In June 1867 the association was teaching 38,719 students in day and night classes and 18,010 in Sabbath schools. It had teachers in every southern and border state, but it concentrated its efforts on certain areas. 1 Because of proximity most societies had many teachers in Virginia, but the AMA virtually dominated benevolent activity in Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, and Louisiana. In 1867 northern benevolence sustained eighty-four schools in Georgia, seventy-six of which were established by the AMA.2 Wherever teachers went they were greeted by enthusiastic students . In the first flush of freedom, grandparents and grandchildren surged to the crude schoolhouses to secure the magic of reading and writing. Their demand for training crowded almost every available facility . Families pinched with hunger asked more eagerly for learning than for food. Thomas W. Higginson, white commander of the black First Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers, said the soldiers' love of their spelling book was "perfectly inexhaustible." Black Philadelphia teacher Charlotte L. Forten had never seen children so anxious to learn as those in South Carolina. "Coming to school was a constant delight and recreation to them," she wrote. "They come here as other children go to play." When the Storrs School opened in Atlanta in 1872, many more students attempted to enroll than could be admitted. "The excitement was intense," a teacher reported. "It was a riot for an education ; starved minds were claiming and fighting for food; the sight was pitiful beyond description. To see children go away weeping because they had been refused admission to school was too much even for my hard heart."3 37 38 CHRISTIAN RECONSTR UCTION Harriet Beecher Stowe distributed spelling books to Florida freedmen which they "accepted and treasured with a sort of superstitious veneration." They appeared evenings after work, earnestly begging to be taught. A North Carolina teacher marveled at the black's "greed for letters. . . . Frock coat or shoes, he takes as his due; but every step of his creeping progress into the mysteries of letters elevates his spirit like faith in a brilliant promise." When a schoolhouse in Nansemond County, Virginia, was burned, approximately forty-five black men met amid the ashes, sent for the teacher, and told her if she would remain they would "build her a larger and better house of timber so green that it could not burn, and would keep her supplied with green schoolhouses as long as she would stay."4 The craving for learning was not limited to youth. Gray-haired, dimsighted men pored over the spelling books with bright-eyed youngsters . In Jacksonville, Florida, Harriet Greely had sixty-one diligent and persevering students ranging in age from twenty to seventy-five. A bent, half-blind man of over seventy attended school in Nashville. His uppermost desire was to read the Bible for himself. He made commendable progress because his zeal was so great, his teacher said. His advancement was rivaled by that of Lizzie Smith, who had been a slave for more than fifty years. An Arkansas teacher wrote that he found "well-thumbed" primers in tents, hovels, shops, and kitchens, and often it was a gray 4ead bent over the books.5 Many ofthe elderly students were fascinated by the novelty of going to school or were trying to learn to read the Bible, and numerous adults were motivated by a wish to improve their position or to become responsible citizens. After blacks were enfranchised, Harriet Greely found an increasing interest in night school among young men in Florida . They said they wished to read what names they were placing in the ballot box. Some of them were studying the U.S. Constitution. In 1869 a District of Columbia night school had an enrollment of 232, nearly all of whom worked during the day. After a hard day's work in the broiling sun "these brawny, hard-handed men" hastened home for a bite of food and then hurried off to school. Among the most regular and hardworking students in a Jacksonville night class were a number of masons and carpenters between forty and fifty years old. A Savannah teacher claimed... 
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