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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  3 One in Purpose The Firms That Litigate the New Christian Right Agenda [It is] an idea whose time has come. It is the concept that by pooling resources, substantial amounts of money can be channeled into a critical aspect [of ] the civil war for values, namely, the legal battle in our nation’s courts. Dr. James Dobson, founding member of the Alliance Defense Fund Within the growing body of organizations litigating the New Christian Right agenda in the courts are such groups as the American Family Association , Concerned Women for America, Focus on the Family, and the Family Research Council. Focusing primarily on the development of grassroots support for public policies that re®ect their views on abortion, gay rights, homeschooling, pornography, and other issues, each has adopted litigation in recent years to complement traditional methods of political activism . In addition to these organizations for which public interest litigation is a supplemental strategy, there are several other New Christian Right groups whose main focus is the law. Where issues of religion are concerned, there are three categories of conservative courtroom activists. The ¤rst consists of private law ¤rms that litigate constitutional issues as part of their overall general practice. Large ¤rms such as Chicago-based Mayer, Brown and Platt (which has participated extensively in both Supreme Court and lower federal court religion cases through its lead counsel, Michael McConnell) have specialty areas devoted to religious litigation and appellate practice. Smaller¤rms and solo practitioners obviously have far fewer resources available for specialized constitutional litigation, making religious liberty disputes little more than an interesting side practice in which they participate only occasionally . These ¤rms may have practice areas devoted to speci¤c areas of constitutional law such as religious expression and may even employ attorneys who moonlight as constitutional lawyers. But their legal interests are broad; they do not exist to litigate constitutional issues alone. And because the litigation in this ¤rst category is usually carried out under the name of the private law ¤rm itself, even when an organized New Christian Right presence oversees the litigation, it is virtually impossible to determine the actual number of lawyers who litigate the New Christian Right agenda in the federal courts. A second and somewhat more distinct group consists of small nonpro¤t public interest law ¤rms. While some of these ¤rms apply their resources solely to issues of church and state, others litigate religion cases as part of a larger constitutional agenda in the courts. There are many such organizations within the New Christian Right mosaic ranging from the mom-andpop groups that litigate a single case or two in federal court and are never heard from again to such small but enduring organizations as the Center for Faith and Freedom, Christian Law Association, Liberty Legal Institute, and Paci¤c Justice Institute. The public interest legal organizations that fall within this category are characterized by their relative anonymity, infrequent presence in the courts, and chronic lack of adequate funding. A circular challenge confronts each of them: poor funding limits their ability to take cases that might enhance their reputation, the lack of which makes it dif¤cult to secure funding. Such obstacles severely hamper the efforts of these groups to either expand their in®uence or substantially advance their interests in the courts. The third group consists of larger nonpro¤t organizations that have an established presence in the federal courts, a regional or national network of af¤liated lawyers, and generally ready access to funding. There is a core group of New Christian Right public interest legal organizations whose experience , ¤nancial strength, national reputation, and success in and out of the courtroom clearly put them above all other conservative organizations that litigate issues of religion and religious expression. The ¤rms that make up this nucleus are the Christian Legal Society’s Center for Law and Religious Freedom, the Rutherford Institute, the American Center for Law and Justice, Liberty Counsel, and the Alliance Defense Fund (see table 1). Each of these organizations works in concert with law¤rms in the ¤rst and second categories of conservative courtroom activists, but their individual efforts are particularly important, having set the standard for New Christian Right litigation in religion cases. Establishing solid legal precedents, providing training to an increasing number of af¤liated 28 / Chapter 3 lawyers, and relying on their access to ¤nancial resources, these New Christian Right public interest legal organizations have altered the intersection of church and state unlike any other... 
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