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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Throughout most of her works, especially her novel Iola Leroy, Frances E. W. Harper consistently toils to address her concerns over the uplifting of her race. There is no doubt that at the center of this uplifting is the end of poverty and oppression of all kinds. Harper knows that a poor person is a depressed person, one incapable of reaching his or her highest potential. Harper also knows that in order to better the race as a whole, poverty must be eliminated—or, at the very least, signi¤cantly altered. Harper herself was a woman with an education and a comfortable upbringing who taught school in her early years and developed into an advocate of many social causes of her day, including abolition, temperance , and the importance of education. She was an active member of many political and social organizations such as the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, the American Women’s Suffrage Association, and the American Equal Rights Association. She was a good Christian woman who attempted to practice her faith in her daily life. She believed in—and lived by—many of the tenets of the popular Cult of True Womanhood. She was, in other words, in many ways typical of a certain type of privileged woman in nineteenth-century America. Harper was aware of both the privileges that had been allotted her and the struggles that she would continually encounter. She dealt with this dichotomy by channeling her privileges into a deep sense of responsibility toward helping other, less privileged African Americans. 8 Frances Harper’s Poverty Relief Mission in the African American Community Terry D. Novak Frances Ellen Watkins Harper was born on September 24, 1825, in Baltimore, Maryland, to free parents who died when Harper was still a toddler. Harper was raised and educated by her uncle, the Reverend William Watkins, who owned and ran the William Watkins Academy for Colored Youth. It was there that Harper was formally educated until she reached the age of thirteen. While many of her white counterparts— that is to say, those women of an upper class within their race—would have found this an absurdly abbreviated formal education, as many of them were able to attend female colleges and seminaries, Harper realized her fortune as a black woman in being able to attain such a high level of education. Harper left school to become a domestic and to train to become a seamstress. She continued her intellectual education informally at the home of her employer, who allowed her free access to the family’s extensive library. In 1851 she was hired by Union Seminary, an Ohio school run by the African Methodist Episcopal Church, to teach sewing. Harper left this position within a year’s time and moved to another teaching position in Pennsylvania. Unlike the women Lori Merish discusses at length in her essay on the “Sentimental Seamstress” in this volume, Harper did not become dependent on the economic vagaries of her work as a seamstress or on her teaching of such. Rather, she took an interesting—and necessary— approach to her foray into the world of the seamstress. She ¤rst used the skill as a means of support; she then used the skill as a means to help other African American women support themselves; and she then combined the teaching skills and survival skills she had learned with the “book learning”she had been able to acquire to step into the role she felt to be her true calling. When Harper abandoned her second teaching position in 1854, she began to lecture against slavery and to assist with the Underground Railroad movement. This work, which was to set the frame for her life’s work, was propelled by the 1853 passage of a law in Harper’s home state of Maryland, stating that free blacks who entered the state were subject to enslavement. Harper’s public work was interrupted for a period of four years, while she was married to Fenton Harper. The death of Fenton Harper, while economically disastrous to his wife on many levels, also freed Frances Harper to return to her work, this time with the accompaniment of her 214 Terry D. Novak young daughter and her three stepchildren, on the lecture circuit. Although Harper surely would consider her lecture work of supreme importance , she was also establishing herself as a popular poet as well as a short story and essay writer even before her marriage to Fenton Harper. But in all... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780817381660
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780817314675, 9780817351939
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					424522015
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					311
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2005

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	