
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Inside the Campaign Finance Battle: Court Testimony on the New Reforms

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] State Party Activity under the Levin Amendment
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Trevor Potter
						  , 
						
						  

						   Thomas E. Mann
						  , 
						
						  

						   Anthony Corrado
						  
												
						
	
							Brookings Institution Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  State Party Activity under the Levin Amendment Mark Brewer Mark Brewer has been chair of the Michigan Democratic Party (MDP) since 1995. He testified on behalf of two plaintiffs, the California Democratic and California Republican parties. In his declaration, Brewer described the Michigan Democratic Party’s goals, range of activities, structure, and expenditures . He gave particular attention to the potential effects of the Levin Amendment, a provision in the reform act that permits state and local party committees to raise and spend limited amounts of soft money for voter identification and mobilization efforts. Brewer highlights the complexities of this provision and contends that it will impose substantial accounting and compliance burdens on state and local party organizations. Although I am familiar with the term “soft money” being used to refer to unlimited contributions from individuals, labor organizations, and corporations , from the perspective of a state party committee, there is no such thing as unregulated “soft money.” There are federally regulated contributions and state-regulated contributions. In accordance with Federal Election Commission (FEC) regulations, 11 C.F.R. §102.5, MDP maintains a “federal account” to receive federally regulated contributions and “nonfederal ” accounts to receive state-regulated contributions, as described below. State-regulated contributions to state party committees—that is, contributions to the nonfederal accounts—are very frequently mischaracterized as “soft money.” Under Michigan state law, individuals and state-registered political and independent committees may contribute an unlimited amount to the state party’s nonfederal accounts, but contributions of treasury funds from labor organizations and corporations are prohibited, except to special accounts for building and maintaining party headquarters, holding certain state conventions and state party meetings, and covering expenditures in connection with ballot initiatives and other expenditures permitted by state law. Under state law, MDP is permitted to contribute up to $68,000 per general election cycle to a candidate for statewide office, $10,000 per general election cycle to a candidate for state senate, and $5,000 per general election cycle to a candidate for state representative. A state party may contribute up to $750,000 per general election cycle to a candidate for 137 03 1583-8 part1b 3/25/03 12:00 PM Page 137 governor who has elected to receive public funding. MDP contribution limits for local candidates range from $5,000 to $34,000 per general election cycle. The MDP may make unlimited contributions for state and local ballot questions. In nonpresidential election years, in which there is not a heavily contested U.S. Senate race, most of the state-regulated funds raised by the MDP are not transferred or raised by national party committees or their officers or agents, or by federal candidates, but by MDP officers and staff and state and local officeholders, candidates, and organizations. For example , in the 1997–98 election cycle, of the total of $7,744,536 raised by MDP, only $1,288,620 was transferred by national party committees, and of this, virtually all was transferred in exchange for federally regulated funds raised by MDP—and not transferred as a net contribution to the state party. In the 2001–02 election cycle, in which there were very few significantly contested federal elections, virtually all of the significant races were statewide, or state or local. In particular, MDP put most of its energy and resources into the race for governor, in which our party had an excellent chance of recapturing the governorship for the first time in twelve years. In this election cycle to date, MDP, its state and local candidates, and nonfederal committees such as the Democratic Governors Association have raised or contributed virtually all of the state party’s funding. Democratic federal officeholders in Michigan (U.S. senators and members of the U.S. House) help raise federally regulated and state-regulated funds for the MDP through direct solicitation and, more frequently, appearances at fund-raising events. In the most recent election, these federal officeholders helped to raise state-regulated funds for MDP in order to help elect the Democratic nominee for governor of Michigan, and to help elect other candidates to statewide and state office. In any given election year, MDP’s disbursements for advocacy of state and local candidates and of the party’s positions on ballot propositions are made without coordination with federal candidates and officeholders. In nonpresidential election years, such as 1998 and 2002, in which there are no or very few significant contests for federal office, MDP’s disbursements for voter registration, activities... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780815715849
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780815715832
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					53795437
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					333
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	