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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  160 Ballad of the One-Legged Marine My left leg was gone with the boot still on— the boot that I laced in the morning. I felt like a boy who had stepped on a toy and made it explode without warning. They choppered me back to a medical shack with no one but corpsmen to heed me. I stared at the sky and prayed I would die, and I cursed when the nurse came to feed me. I knew that I must, so I tried to adjust while orderlies struggled to teach me the will of the crutch and the skill of the cane and assured me their methods would reach me. The President came with his generals tame and explained why he never relieved us. But the red, white, and blue of my lone, right shoe told the world how he lied and deceived us. They buried my shin and my bones and my skin an ocean away from this writing. But pain ﬁnds a way on each given day to take me straight back to the ﬁghting when I served with the Corps in a slaughterhouse war where we tallied our killings like cattle, as if these explain why the armies of Cain behave as they do in a battle . . . Whatever’s a bore, you can learn to ignore, but a leg’s not a limb you like leaving. 161 So you deal with regret and attempt to forget what always is there for the grieving. If you look for a clue while I stand in a queue, you can’t tell what’s real from prosthetic. I walk with a dip that begins at my hip, but I keep it discreet and aesthetic. If you’re ordered on line and step on a mine, you learn what it means to be only a name on a chart with a hook in your heart and a life that turns suddenly lonely. Lose arms, and you’re left incomplete and bereft. Lose legs, and you’re ﬁt for a litter. Lose one at the knee, and you’re just like me with night after night to be bitter. For Ray Fagan ... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780815652168
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780815610175
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					883247917
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					392
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-07-16
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	