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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Introduction Jeanne Theoharis and Komozi Woodard Nowhere in America were the prospects for a black protest movement less encouraging. Despite the intensity of this white opposition, the Mississippi movement became the strongest and most far-reaching in the South. . . . Several explanations account for the character of the Mississippi movement. First, and foremost, were the local people themselves. —John Dittmer, Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi The crowds that filled church mass meetings in Birmingham; the somber procession marching over the Edmund Pettus Bridge on the road to Selma; the stoic formation of Black Panthers in their berets and black leather, rapt and standing at attention; the determined picket line of sanitation workers in Memphis carrying signs reading, “I Am A Man”1 —all these are familiar images. Yet the people remain unknown, documented in myriad photographs and videos of the Black Freedom movement and, to some extent, heroicized for their roles in the struggle but unexplored, stripped of their political programs, their well-planned strategies, and their intellectual visions. Such iconography have often obscured the groundbreaking work of local people across the country who challenged the racial caste system in the United States. These local people drove the Black Freedom movement: they organized it, imagined it, mobilized and cultivated it; they did the daily work that made the struggle possible and endured the drudgery and retaliation, fear and anticipation, joy and comradeship that building a movement entails.  This volume seeks to return our gaze to these local activists, to look at grassroots struggles for racial justice and the people who organized them throughout the country from  to . In places as diverse as Des Moines, Iowa, and Brooklyn, New York, Charleston, South Carolina, and Cincinnati, Ohio, these struggles were protracted, often spanning decades, and prolific, springing up in towns and cities throughout the nation. This collection highlights thirteen local movements and the surprising similarities and sharp diﬀerences among them in tactic and direction, focus and origin. By exposing the local roots of tactics and ideologies such as nationalism , socialism, confrontational direct action, internationalism, and selfdefense , the authors show how grassroots activists not only acted but theorized for themselves and tailored global ideas to suit their local circumstances . Local people, as many of these scholars demonstrate, were at the center of deliberation, and it was this melding of theory and action that built a movement for black liberation. They arrived at political positions step by step, as the result of the successes and failures of previous actions, the particular issues facing their communities, and their own politicization . We use the term local people broadly but not loosely. For our purposes local does not mean provincial; it is not meant to contrast people who struggled with local issues with those who took on national or international matters. Indeed, community activists often saw the national import behind the local issues they faced and linked their immediate struggles with national and international concerns. Local people is not a racial code word. While many of the community leaders detailed in this book are black, these local struggles included whites, Latinos, Asian Americans, and Native Americans. Nor is local people a class signifier meant to distinguish real working-class activists from their middle-class “Uncle Tom” counterparts . Indeed, Groundwork is populated with a range of black leadership, from field hands to independent entrepreneurs, from teachers to high school students to people who made their money through the informal economy. Finally, while the term is fundamentally about struggles that come out of a particular place, local does not solely refer to geographic origins; some local activists were not born and raised in the place they organized even though that locality was considered their home by them and by others who lived there. Nor are we suggesting that the experience of growing up in a community within a family whose roots stretched back through this community naturally translated into a clearly defined philosophy or plan of action for how to mobilize for political change. For the  j e a n n e t h e o h a r i s a n d k o m o z i w o o d a r d [54.205.78.186] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 05:06 GMT) local men and women who built these movements had to join their longstanding knowledges of their communities with a process of strategic analysis and sustained reflection and reassessment. By local people, then, we mean a political... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780814784396
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780814782842
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					173609026
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					344
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	