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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  1 7 4 32 A Young Life Elizabeth Weatherford and Murray Reich in SoHo SEpTEMBER 26, 2010 Elizabeth Weatherford, an anthropologist, and her painter husband, Murray Reich, in their SoHo loft. (Benjamin Norman for The New York Times) 1 7 5 In front of a SoHo boutique called Sabon, a young woman with a punk haircut hawks freshly cut soap. In a shop around the corner, sequin-trimmed dresses wink in the window. Tourists lugging oversized shopping bags and chattering in every language known to man mob the streets. But in a quiet fourth-floor loft on Spring Street near Greene Street, in a cast-iron building where until 40 years ago workers cut fabric for hospital scrubs, a fragment of old SoHo is preserved as if in amber. The loft’s residents are Murray Reich, a 78-year-old painter and longtime Bard College professor who studied with the abstract expressionist Robert Motherwell, and his wife, Elizabeth Weatherford, the 65-year-old founding director of the Film and Video Center of the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in Lower Manhattan. The couple have lived in the loft for nearly four decades and witnessed the creation of the neighborhood in its modern-day incarnation. Mr. Reich, who was born in the Bronx, and Ms. Weatherford, who grew up in Memphis, met in time-honored fashion in Paris in the summer of 1967. She was backpacking around Europe not long after graduation from college, and they crossed paths in the studio of Constantin Brancusi, where Mr. Reich inquired of the pretty young blonde admiring the sculpture, “Mademoiselle, are you French?” The two spent a little time together, and he was immediately smitten; but before they could exchange phone numbers, Ms. Weatherford had sped off on a motorcycle to Rome. “And so when I got back to New York, I went into a phone booth with a handful of quarters and called every Weatherford in Memphis,” Mr. Reich remembers. “I remember all those Southern accents. They’d say things like, ‘We had an Elizabeth, but she died.’” Then one day he got a phone call. The mystery woman from Paris had turned up in New York, and in short order the two were sharing an abandoned industrial space in Chinatown. That was in the late 1960s, a time artists were colonizing the empty cast-iron buildings south of Houston Street. In 1972, just after Mr. Reich won a Guggenheim fellowship, an artist friend approached him with a proposition. Would he like to join three artists who were buying an old garment factory and converting its lofts to residential space? For a total cost of $146,000, each family would have an entire floor containing 3,200 square feet of space. “So we put down $10,000 and got a mort- [34.205.172.146] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 05:07 GMT) A yO U N g L I f E 1 7 6 gage of $26,500,” Mr. Reich recalls. “Sounds inexpensive, right? But remember , these were 1972 dollars.” People familiar only with a SoHo defined by Prada and hordes of shoppers can’t imagine how desolate the neighborhood was in those years, and how spartan the living conditions. At the turn of the previous century, the district south of Houston Street was home to much of the city’s light industry, its tool and die factories and its silk-screening plants. By the late 1950s, those businesses had largely disappeared, soon to be replaced by artists like Chuck Close, Frank Stella, and Richard Serra, who set up shop in the buildings the manufacturers had left behind . “The city was being transformed economically right beneath our eyes,” Ms. Weatherford recalls.“We were literally watching the first steps that manufacturing took as it moved out of New York and eventually as far away as China.” Other changes were afoot. Galleries such as Paula Cooper, OK Harris , and Max Hutchinson, where Mr. Reich had two exhibitions, established beachheads near Fanelli’s Café, a fixture of the area seemingly forever. But even with the gradual influx of artists, the neighborhood was sparsely settled and, especially on weekends, virtually deserted. At night, footsteps echoed on empty cobblestone streets. City officials sometimes discovered that people lived in a building only when a fire broke out. “It was unbelievably hard,” Mr. Reich remembers. “You couldn’t buy a quart of milk. If you were visiting someone, they’d throw the keys out the window.” Such... 
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