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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  92 | 6 “Good Children Die Happy” Confronting Death during the Civil War Sean A. Scott Willie was “a child of unusual promise,” extraordinarily astute for his age and noted for his grown-up activities and interests. He planned a daily schedule and meticulously followed it in order to make the best use of his time, and in school he excelled at drawing and writing. A local newspaper had even published a poem composed by the lad. He faithfully attended his Sabbath school and on one occasion informed his class leader that he hoped to become a minister or teacher when he grew up. Yet like numerous other children of his day, Willie fell victim to typhoid, which brought an abrupt and sorrowful end to a life filled with expectation for a bright future. Instead of dwelling on this immeasurable loss, the author of Willie’s obituary comforted his family and friends with the assurance that he now resided in a better place: “He has gone as an envoy to the court of the King of Heaven, and already wears ensigns of higher honors than earthly courts can confer.”1 It might come as no surprise that leading newspapers would carry the obituary of William Wallace Lincoln, the eleven-year-old son of the president and first lady who died at the White House in February 1862. In fact, Willie Lincoln ’s obituary differed little from those of numerous other northern children who passed away between 1861 and 1865. At a time when reports of the heroic deaths of soldiers on the battlefield might have crowded out the presumably mundane accounts of the passing of children at home, religious newspapers continued to print weekly notices describing the passing of infants, children, and teenagers. According to these descriptions, nearly every deceased child possessed an exemplary disposition, demonstrated noteworthy skills, loved God and the church, and gained admittance into heaven at death. This relatively standard format followed by most obituary writers helped sanitize death and attempted to turn the thoughts of grieving family and friends away from their immediate loss to scenes of eternal bliss. Memorialists crafted idealized portraits of the experiences and final earthly moments of children and youths “Good Children Die Happy” | 93 to comply with dominant social expectations and, more important, to provide models of the Good Death archetype for other children to emulate. Although it may be difficult to uncover entirely factual depictions of children through their obituaries, behind every romanticized rendering was a real child whose presence on earth was sorely missed. The following accounts, culled primarily from the pages of Cincinnati’s Western Christian Advocate, clearly convey the theological assumptions of adults and constitute a neglected resource that provides a valuable, albeit not completely translucent, window into the lives of young people during the Civil War. Indeed, for Americans of the Civil War era, the reality of death, according to Drew Gilpin Faust, was “the most widely shared of the war’s experiences.” Condolence letters, casualty lists, and mourning garb were standard features of life on the home front, and the challenges of retrieving, burying, and memorializing fallen soldiers weighed heavily on the minds of civilians while taxing the resources of the national government.2 Newspaper columns were crowded with the obituaries of soldiers, many of which followed a formulaic pattern describing the deceased’s devotion to family, country, and God, even if the latter emphasis sometimes stretched the truth. Stories of the deaths of brave drummer boys or teenage soldiers, whether based on actual events or completely fictionalized, underscored the importance of patriotic sacrifice for citizens of all ages. Yet while honoring Union dead, civilians did not neglect to remember children and youth who passed away on the home front during the war. In fact, the presence of children’s obituaries alongside those of soldiers demonstrates the high value that society had come to place upon the lives of children by the middle decades of the nineteenth century. Although the Civil War may not have noticeably altered the content of children’s obituaries in comparison with those written in the 1850s, it undoubtedly intensified children’s cognizance of death. Whether describing the death of a child who succumbed to disease at home or an underage soldier who fell in battle, the importance of these obituaries and articles lies in their emphasizing to children the need to make spiritual preparation for death in order to enjoy the blessings of heaven and a familial reunion untouched by sickness... 
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