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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Afterword The work of Impossible Witnesses has interested me in its speciﬁcity, but it has also fascinated me for the paradigmatic possibilities it offers up. The suggestions in this book for understanding slave testimony may also be paradigmatically helpful in our efforts to appreciate more fully our contemporary political climate and the issues of, say, afﬁrmative action or gay and lesbian rights. It is evident to those of us living in the present moment that these issues are linked to people’s contesting understandings of “equality,” for example. It is clear that afﬁrmative action , thanks to the rhetorical savvy of the political right, is today seen by many as “reverse discrimination” (an idea that could scarcely have been imagined in 1960s America). It is also clear that many now argue against afﬁrmative action on the grounds of its negative effects on the self-esteem of the minorities it is designed to beneﬁt. And we know that even though white women have been the greatest overall beneﬁciaries of afﬁrmative action, they are also the least often discussed in the public debates over these policies. By the same token, we know that the supposed Christian immorality of homosexuality is one of the chief reasons that the political right is opposed to gay and lesbian rights. We are aware of the way in which the language of “family” and “family values” has 173 been used as a means of censoring certain cultural productions with queer content, and of how the political right has tried to make family into their own ideological domain, to which gays and lesbians have no access. We are also aware of the ways in which the gay and lesbian community has taken on that language of family and insisted that it describes our families as much as it does those of our heterosexual counterparts. And since these contestations have made unlikely political allies of gays and lesbians and heterosexual single parents (particularly single mothers ), the situation attests to the truth value of the old adage about politics and strange bedfellows. Again, we are well aware that these are complex, highly contested issues in our time. Still, some one hundred years hence, scholars will be puzzling over the number of books and the amount of public debate during this ﬁn-de-siècle surrounding these, hopefully by then antiquated issues of sexuality and afﬁrmative action. When they do, we can only hope that they will look back and see—as we have come to see with the abolitionists—that in order to construct as clear a picture as possible of what these texts represented in their time, one must ﬁrst reconstruct, as best one can, the discursive milieu to which the work was addressing itself. By that I do not mean a mere statement of the historical facts (which in the case of abolitionism are well documented by scores of historians), but rather an attention to the historicity of discourses themselves, which takes stock of the attitudes of the time and of their interrelations with testimonial texts. I have tried, throughout this book, to point out the character and extent of abolitionist discourse and the cultural milieu out of which it sprang. I have also tried to show the need this discursive milieu had for slave testimony. And I have endeavored to demonstrate some of the rhetorical strategies that slave witnesses had to employ in order to navigate this discursive terrain and to tell their “truth” about slavery. Finally, I have tried to demon174 Afterword [54.198.126.36] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 13:24 GMT) strate the need to listen anew to these slave witnesses, with our attention focused on abolitionist discourse as a living entity, functioning as a discursive reader that both limits and enables the occasion for slave testimony. When read in this way, not only do the impact and complexity of abolitionist discourse come into clearer focus, but we also witness what it means to tell the “truth” about slavery come closer to being both heard and understood. Afterword 175 ... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780814759738
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780814756041
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794701090
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					224
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	