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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  | 159 13 The Importance of Storytelling for Restorative Justice It has become common for advocates of restorative justice programs to highlight emotionally gripping stories of transformation to demonstrate its qualitatively distinctive approach to healing and justice.1 Like the pairings provided in this book, the stories are compelling. They are powerful and evoke fascination and curiosity. They also reassure us that the justice system is not inherently flawed but that justice can be cause for celebration when healing and growth occur for victims and offenders. To fully explore the potential of RJ programs for responding to crimes of severe violence, however, one must move beyond the powerful storylines toward an analysis of what they mean in a larger sense. This chapter draws on the themes and patterns that emerged in the multiple data-collection sites—the interviews with participants, the case files, the interviews with the facilitator(s), and the dialogue videos—to offer insights into the potential successes and limits of postconviction therapeutic RJ programs in general. Reconciling Retributive and Restorative Justice Often restorative justice approaches are described as alternatives to a retributive criminal justice: the claim is that that RJ programs will offer a kinder, gentler approach for victims and also for offenders. Advocates also argue that the community will benefit from more benevolent treatment of offenders, most of whom will return to society after prison, and that the victims will benefit too, because they deserve a voice in the process. At the same time, RJ proponents describe the criminal justice system as overly punitive, as discriminatory , and as prioritizing offenders’ rights at the expense of victims’ rights. In this comparative context, RJ is presented as a way to correct all these problems inherent in the formal justice system. RJ’s focus is on correcting a harm, whereas retributive justice strives for proportionate punish- 160 | The Importance of Storytelling for Restorative Justice ment to teach an offender a lesson through some kind of suffering. Instead of a focus on adversarial relations—as in a retributive justice model—restorative justice favors dialogue and negotiation.2 But is it really correct—or even helpful—to set up this contrast as a zero-sum game? Postconviction therapeutic restorative justice programs combine elements of both retributive and restorative justice. All the victims/survivors discussed in this book (and friends and family members closest to them) fully desired the offenders to receive punishment. Many were frustrated, disappointed, or flabbergasted at sentencing hearings that yielded light sentences for offenders . The victims were united in favoring an initial punitive response, conveying their unqualified support for punishment. Those victims/survivors who were unable to or were not asked to or did not know they could participate in their cases harbored similar feelings of vengeance and a need for retribution . Many victims saw offenders as animals who committed unspeakable, inhumane acts of aggression. Severe and certain punishment seemed the least that could be done to restore the balance disrupted by their cruelty. The victims’ retributive feelings are consistent with Kathleen Daly’s belief that “fundamentally, victims want a sense of vindication for the wrong done to them, and they want the offender to stop harming and hurting them or other people” and that, as Cretney and Davis note in their research on violence, a “victim has an interest in punishment” because it “can reassure the victim that he or she has public recognition and support.”3 Yet ultimately, these victims’ quest for vengeance did not fulfill them. Although punishment for the sake of punishment conveyed that the individual committed a terrible wrong, it did not allay victims’ fears, their bewilderment, or their struggles with memories about the incidents themselves. Healing was elusive for the victims described in this book, regardless of whether they participated in the trials of their offenders or spoke out at the sentencing hearings. The passage of time changed victims’ feelings about punitiveness, tempering their initial support for severe penalties. Victims did not believe punishment was any less deserved; however, many felt hollow, as though the satisfaction they were supposed to feel by participating in the formal criminal justice process or knowing their offenders were behind bars was not enough. Over time, victims’ desires for retribution were eclipsed, but not completely replaced, by the need to find answers and be heard. The case notes taken by the dialogue facilitators during the VVH processes followed in this book indicate that even as the victims’ understandings of their own feelings and about the crimes and the... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780814770382
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780814728741, 9780814795521
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					727944956
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					304
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	