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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  ix Writing a book involves many hours spent alone in an archive or at a computer. But it is hardly done in isolation. This book has bene ﬁted immensely from the advice, feedback, assistance, and support of many individuals and organizations. It began at Harvard University, where my readers guided me through the process of turning an idea into a dissertation. Nancy Cott, my adviser, continually impressed me with her intellectual rigor and wide-ranging knowledge. She helped me to clarify my arguments and to see the importance of my own ﬁndings. Julie Reuben contributed expert knowledge, careful readings, and kind encouragement . Susan O’Donovan o≠ered original and insightful readings with unfailing enthusiasm. More recently, the Department of History and the Correspondence of James K. Polk Project at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, have provided me a rich and welcoming intellectual home as I have reﬁned my work into a ﬁnished book. I thank those colleagues who read chapters and provided feedback: Drew Gilpin Faust, Roger Geiger, Katherine Reynolds Chaddock, Tom Cha∞n, the late Martin Trow, and the members of the Boston-area History of Education Group, the Harvard history-of-education graduate student group, and the Harvard Nineteenth-Century Dissertation Group. Sarah Wadsworth read the entire manuscript. These colleagues’ generosity with their time and expertise have made this a better book. Tom and Sarah, whom I consider both friends and mentors, and Martin, the mentor who ﬁrst introduced me to the history of higher education at Carleton College, deserve special thanks for their unfailing support of my scholarship. Ellen Condli≠e Lagemann, Peter Dobkin Hall, and Colin Burke provided helpful suggestions concerning this project. I thank Mary Acknowledgments x ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Ann Dzuback, Elizabeth Varon, and Robert Goler for their uncommonly thoughtful critiques as discussants at the conferences of the History of Education Society in 2006 and 2009 and the Organization of American Historians in 2010, where I presented research that led to this book. An enthusiastic team helped turn my manuscript into a published book. I thank Richard Holway, Raennah Mitchell, Mark Mones, Ellen Satrom, and Emily Grandsta≠ for guiding me through the process; Joanne Allen for copyediting the book; William Nelson for creating its maps; and the anonymous readers of the University of Virginia Press for their helpful comments. I could not have asked for a more committed or more insightful reader than Aaron Sheehan-Dean, the then–series editor. His suggestions have made this book a signiﬁcantly better work than the manuscript he ﬁrst read. Archivists and librarians provided invaluable help to me during my research. Without their thorough knowledge and unselﬁsh labor, I would never have found some of my most important sources. I thank Sybil McNeil , of the Wesleyan College Archives; Patricia Albright, of the Mount Holyoke College Archives; Mary Iber and her predecessor, Elizabeth Lawler Schau, of the Cornell College Archives; Gary Cox, of the University of Missouri Archives; Elizabeth West, of the University of South Carolina Archives; Kathryn Neal, of the University of California Archives; William Stolz, of the Western Historical Manuscript Collection; Kelli Hansen, of the University of Missouri Special Collections; Sara Przybylski , of the State Historical Society of Missouri; Edward Copenhagen, of the Monroe C. Gutman Library; Mary Jane Johnson, of the Phi Mu Fraternity Archives; and the entire sta≠s of the South Caroliniana Library, the Bancroft Library, and the Harvard University Archives. I thank the Department of History at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, for granting me access to that university’s libraries. The sta≠ of Wesleyan College deserves special notice for its uncommon hospitality during my visit. During my visit to Cornell College Richard Thomas helped me to understand its early history. Charles Sullivan kindly shared a Civil War image from his personal collection. Several grants and fellowships have made my research and writing possible. I thank the Berenson family and Harvard University for the Richard A. Berenson Graduate Fellowship, the Charles Warren Center for Studies in American History at Harvard for two Summer Research Grants, and the Graduate School Fund at Harvard for the Graduate Society Dissertation Completion Fellowship. I thank the Department of His- [3.80.204.224] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 12:34 GMT) xi ACKNOWLEDGMENTS tory at the University of Tennessee for a grant to cover publication-related expenses. Last but far from least, I thank my family. Andrea Cohen, my best friend, has brought joy and balance to the years I have spent writing this book... 
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