
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Postmodernism and the Revolution in Religious Theory: Toward a Semiotics of the Event

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						 8. Žižek and the Failure of the Subject
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Carl Raschke
						  
												
						
	
							University of Virginia Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  8 ŽIŽEK AND THE FAILURE OF THE SUBJECT ■ The psychoanalytic problematic concerning identification and its failure is, if anything, more pertinent than ever in today’s world. —Slavoj Žižek, Conversations with Žižek The somewhat recent claim of Žižek to speak to the religious academy as a “theologian,” more precisely as a Christian thinker, has unsettled traditional practitioners of the profession. Žižek’s exchanges with John Milbank, the would-be guardian of orthodox Christianity against secularist postmodernism, in the volume entitled The Monstrosity of Christ, and his impromptu monologue about the “death of God” (which was supposed to be a dialogue) on the same platform with Altizer at the American Academy of Religion meeting in November 20091 have both entranced the field and left many scratching their heads. Even more puzzling is Žižek’s declaration on the book jacket of The Monstrosity of Christ: “My claim is that it is Milbank who is effectively guilty of heterodoxy, ultimately of a regression to paganism; in my paganism, I am more Christian than Milbank.” Here Žižek, of course, is making a claim similar to that of Altizer, whom he discovered not too long before propounding this position. But what makes Žižek’s recent forays into topic areas that European philosophers since Hegel have left largely untouched is the implications of his arguments and statements for the problem of religious theory rather than theology. Like Derrida a generation earlier, Žižek has cultivated his own kind of celebrity presence by relentlessly S O U R C E S 166 applying a novel theoretical procedure—the Lacanian analysis of the split subject as applied simultaneously to popular culture, neo-Marxist politics, and the history of modern philosophy—in a repetitious manner that gorges itself routinely on the intellectual fads and fashions of the day by means of an endless juggernaut of published books and articles. However, what does, and most likely will, endure as Žižek’s legacy is his resuscitation of German idealism as the authentic precursor of postmodern philosophy.2 His omnivorous Lacanianism will most likely fade into the historical background of ideas. Yet as a result we will perhaps realize once and for all that the road routinely followed from Kant through Kierkegaard to Heidegger and beyond makes a fateful , but barely noticed, bend in its brief, initial passage from the critical philosophy to Hegel. The occasion for this fateful turn is the philosophy of Schelling, whom Žižek regards as the true wild card in the career of “ontotheology.” Prior to Žižek, Schelling, a contemporary of all the German idealists, was regarded largely as a strange sidebar to the philosophical revolution of the Napoleonic era, or at most the missing link in the patrimony of Hegelianism. The “Barred” Subject Nevertheless, it was not Kierkegaard’s assertion of the absolute primacy of Existenz as the original foil to Western philosophy’s inveterate logocentrism, but Schelling’s insistence on an Ungrund, a “Not-ground,” a “God before God” that is responsible both for the creative nature of God and the historic-conceptual process of opposition , strife, and differentiation that makes possible the overcoming of metaphysics and the inauguration of the age of signification. Žižek obviously over-Lacanizes Schelling. There is far more to the odyssey of Schelling’s work and its long-term effects than Lacan’s radical Freudianism can freight. But in the current sepulchral twilight of the once scintillating poststructuralist project, which fronted for Lacan for a long while just as Marxism fronted for Hegel, Žižek’s persistence has forced us to confront not the arbitrariness so much as the lack of intellectual transparency commonly attributed to postmodern thought. So much of Žižek’s exposition of Schelling, if we bracket the Lacanian lense through which he reads most of his sources, derives from the latter’s key statement in his Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom that “the law of the ground [Gesetz des Grundes] is just as original as the law of identity.”3 What Žižek [3.85.100.64] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 13:09 GMT) Ž I Ž E K A N D T H E FA I L U R E O F T H E S U B J E C T 167 adds to the postmodern “dialectic,” which runs the entire gamut from the Hegelian negation of the negation, to Derridean différance as the anomaly of the passage from utterance... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813933085
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813933061, 9780813933078
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					812924960
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					248
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-12-20
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2012

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	