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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  15 @ Disjecta membra, the Kármán Line, and the 38th Parallel james schwoch Disjecta membra: An alteration of Horace’s disjecti membra poetae “limbs of a dismembered poet,” used = Scattered remains. —Oxford English Dictionary The lines of national frontiers derive from chance and accidents of history; they have distributed natural resources and men without the slightest economic or global rationality. —François Perroux Using a National Geographic map, we looked just north of Seoul for a convenient dividing line but could not find a natural geographic line. We saw instead the 38th parallel and decided to recommend that. —Dean Rusk Between launch and orbit appear disjecta membra. The scattered remains of rocket stages, boosters, thrusters, canisters, tanks, and other odds and ends of launch-to-orbit debris appear to represent a trail of afterthoughts for most observers of outer space activities. Lacking the visual and sonic spectacle of blastoff, and devoid of the excitement and utility from either machine or human activities in outer space that commence once the desired height above Earth is reached, the debris in between launch and orbit is a lacuna for most people. Space debris is an empty signifier that is also a floating signifier —floating for a while, anyway, until it falls down to Earth, hopefully burned away into nothingness by friction and heat as the debris enters the inner atmospheric layers, with any surviving remnants cast into the oblivion of the deep blue sea. Once in a great while, space debris gains widespread attention. Some sort of turn of events overtakes that floating and empty signifier of materiality strewn between launch and orbit and charges that material with potential meanings, signs, and interpretations. So there is, so to speak, a kind of fragmentary history of these fragments—a set of scattered narratives of scattered remains, a disjointed disjecta membra discourse. These scattered narratives, on the relatively few occasions they have emerged into mainstream awareness and popular discourse, usually are about objects falling from an orbit down to Earth; elsewhere in this volume, Lisa Parks takes up a few such cases in detail. Even Sputnik, in 1957, had a famous piece of orbiting debris: as Patrick McCray notes in his book about Operation Moonwatch, Keep Watching the Skies!, the network of amateur skygazers who actively monitored satellite activities at the dawn of the space age, “In Indianapolis, scores of people called their local Moonwatch team leader after the rocket body accompanying the first Sputnik satellite appeared overhead.”1 The spectacular collapseexplosion -failure of the first U.S. satellite launch, the Vanguard attempt of December 6, 1957, produced nothing but disjecta membra about four feet above the launchpad while millions of viewers watched on television. On September 5, 1962, Sputnik 4 produced the infamous “Manitowoc fragment”: about twenty pounds of Sputnik 4 landed in downtown Manitowoc, Wisconsin , creating local and national headlines. The Manitowoc city council passed a resolution officially naming the Sputnik 4 remnant the “Manitowoc fragment ” and hoped to have it on permanent display in a local museum, but the fragment was returned by the United States to the USSR. Manitowoc now celebrates the event with a local Sputnikfest.2 The de-orbiting and decay of two space stations—Skylab in July 1979 and Mir in 2001—each caused real consternation regarding the location of debris landing until both fell into the Pacific Ocean. Recent satellite shoot-downs and midspace collisions have added more lore to the debris tale. And unfortunately some of this scattered history is truly and humanely tragic, such as Space Shuttle and cosmonaut missions that ended in death and destruction. What about the space debris that was never intended to reach orbit, that fragmentary trail of materiality between the launch of a rocket and the orbit of a satellite in outer space? For the most part, these scattered remains seem to draw little attention. I remember watching Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo missions on TV as a child, and seeing (thanks to excellent camerawork) the firing of the second (and sometimes the third) rocket stage on the way up beyond the ionosphere, but I gave little if any thought to the fate of those spent boosters, reassured by the conventional wisdom relayed by TV announcers that the boosters would burn up in the atmosphere far out over the Atlantic Ocean. I suppose I gave a little more thought to some of the disjecta membra 281 [3.236.16.232] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 10:34 GMT) most unusual... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813553337
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813552736
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					795120084
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	