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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  In recent years, historical studies have revealed the multifaceted movements that constituted woman’s rights campaigns in the nineteenth and early twentieth century. Yet one narrative continues to dominate understandings of the period. First crafted in the late 1800s by advocates of women’s suffrage and embraced in the late 1960s by feminists who created themselves as the “second wave,” this narrative highlights voting rights as the singular goal and purpose of the “ﬁrst wave.” Women’s seemingly universal exclusion from the right to vote before 1920 served as the linchpin of this tale, and the Seneca Falls Woman’s Rights Convention of 1848—where women ﬁrst collectively demanded the right to vote—and the ratiﬁcation of the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 1920—granting woman suffrage—were its touchstones. Despite vibrant scholarship since the turn of this century, the Seneca Falls–to-suffrage story continues to frame popular histories, political discourse, documentary ﬁlms, and synthetic studies of U.S. feminism and women’s history. Reimagining the story is no simple task. Woman’s rights pioneers ﬁrst identiﬁed 1848 and 1920 as the critical turning points in women’s struggle to achieve sex equality. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, coauthors of the multi-volume History of Woman Suffrage, were brilliant strategists who recognized the importance of documenting their version of events— including the Seneca Falls–to–suffrage story—and did so in compelling fashion . In the 1960s and 1970s, the story of a seventy-two-year battle that succeeded in advancing women’s rights through federal intervention resonated with feminists seeking a favorable Supreme Court ruling on abortion From Seneca Falls to Suffrage? Reimagining a “Master” Narrative in U.S. Women’s History NANCY A. HEWITT 15 1 bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb and a constitutional amendment guaranteeing equal rights for women. Journalists covering the movement reinforced activists’ assumptions, distinguishing this “Second Feminist Wave” from “the ﬁrst,” which “ebbed after the glorious victory of suffrage.”1 Women’s historians, beginning with Eleanor Flexner in her 1959 classic Century of Struggle, also highlighted the centrality of suffrage to the early woman’s rights movement.2 The establishment of the Seneca Falls Woman’s Rights National Historical Park in 1982 and Ken Burns’s 1999 PBS documentary, Not for Ourselves Alone, brought the Seneca Falls–to-suffrage narrative to even larger audiences. This version of the woman’s rights movement has not been immune to critique. Scholars of African American, immigrant, and working-class women have detailed the racist, nativist, and elitist tendencies of many white women suffragists. They have highlighted the exclusion of poor, black, and immigrant women from the political organizations and the agendas of more well-to-do activists and their inclusion in community-based efforts, often alongside men, to advance their own economic, social, and political interests.3 These challenges have tarnished the images of several pioneer ﬁgures and have added a few women of color to the pantheon of feminist foremothers . But they have generally left intact the standard chronology and the focus on suffrage as the primary goal of the early women’s movement. We can recast this narrative in several ways: by broadening our focus to include the emergence and meaning of women’s rights for African American, American Indian, Mexican American, immigrant, and white working-class women; by highlighting the entire range of issues addressed by early woman’s rights advocates, whatever their background; by recognizing the ways that international events—the Mexican-American War, revolutions in Europe, the abolition of slavery in the West Indies, and the Wars of 1898— shaped the early U.S. women’s movement; and by reframing the suffrage movement through the lens of racial, ethnic, class, regional, and ideological differences at the local and state as well as national level. This article will focus on the ﬁrst and last approach in an effort to widen our view of woman’s rights and suggest the multiple stories yet to be told. As origin stories go, the Seneca Falls Woman’s Rights Convention of 1848 is compelling.4 Although both participants and scholars recognized earlier inﬂuences—particularly abolitionism and battles for married women’s property rights—Seneca Falls stands as the moment when disparate forces came together to provide the impetus, leadership, and program for a distinct NANCY A. HEWITT 16 [44.199.198.16] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 16:24 GMT) woman’s rights movement in the United States.5 Stanton told and retold... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813549170
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813547244
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					642204450
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					472
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-07-21
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	