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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  FLIGHT IN TIME OF PERSECUTION Chapter 1 ~ SHORT TIME AGO, my brother Fabius/ on the occa- ~ sion of some news or other, you asked me whether flight was justified in time of persecution. On that occasion, I offered some arguments against it-arguments that did justice to the place and the time, and satisfied the earnest requests of certain people-and took the rough draft along with me. Now I intend to take up my pen and to resume my discussion of the topic in fuller detail. For, you see, your request caught my interest and, besides, the conditions of the times made the question a pressing one. For, as bitter persecutions threaten us, with all the more zeal should we pursue a solution to your question, as to how a faithful Christian should conduct himself. It is particularly fitting that I should discuss this matter with you, for, if you are guilty in not accepting the Paraclete, the guide to all truth,2 deservedly, then, you are guilty even now in other matters also. 1 The addressee, otherwise unknown, is obviously a Catholic Christian. For, TertuIIian deplores Fabius' obstinacy in not accepting the 'ParacIete' of the Montanists (see the concluding sentence of the paragraph) . 2 Cf. John 16.13. 275 276 TERTULLIAN (2) To take up the case you presented in proper order, then, it occurs to me that we should determine the origin of the persecution-whether it comes from God or from the Devil; in that way, we will more easily get an idea of how to face it. The result of any investigation will be the clearer if we know the root of the whole matter. Of course, it is all right to say that nothing happens without God willing it, but, having said that, we must be on our guard lest we give rise to doubts on other questions, and thus be drawn off our course. For instance, someone might immediately conclude: 'Therefore, evil and sin are from God, and no blame is to be attached to the Devil or to ourselves.' (3) Let us come, then, to the nature of 'persecution'; at the outset, let me say that it never happens without God willing it, and it is fitting-even, at times, necessary-for Him to do so, to the approval or condemnation of His servants. For, what else is the result of a persecution, what finally is its effect, if not the approval or condemnation, when God puts the faith of His children to the test? (4) In this sense, then, a persecution is a 'judgment,' and the verdict is either approval or condemnation. To be sure, to God alone it belongs to judge, and this is His winnowing fan which even now cleanses the Lord's threshing floor-His Church, winnowing the mixed heap of the faithful and separating the wheat of the martyrs from the chaff of the cowards.3 This judgment, too, is the ladder of which Jacob dreamed, on which some are ascending on high, while others descend below.4 (5) In still another sense, a persecution can be considered as a contest. And who decrees any contest if not the one who 3 Cf. Matt. 3.12. 4 Cf. Gen. 28.12. [50.19.177.14] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 09:26 GMT) FLIGHT IN TIME OF PERSECUTION 277 provides the crown and the prizes? You will find this contest decreed in the Apocalypse where He proclaims the rewards of victory, especially for those who really come through persecution victorious,5 and in their victorious struggle have fought not merely against flesh and blood, but against the spirits of wickedness.6 Obviously, then, the superintendent of the games and the one who sets the prize is the one who decides who is the winner of the contest. The essence, then, of a persecution is the glory of God, whether He approves or condemns, raises up or casts down. And whatever concerns the glory of God will certainly flow from the Will of God. But, when is God more sincerely believed than when He is more feared, than in time of persecution? (6) [When persecution strikes,] the Church is mightily stirred; then the faithful are more careful in their preparations , greater attention is given to fasts and station days, to prayers and humility, to mutual charity and love, to holiness and temperance. Men have time for nothing but fear and hope. Therefore, it is clear that persecution, which... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813211404
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813200408, 9780813215662
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					647923126
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					323
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-02-13
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			1959

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	