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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  192 Chapter 9 “I cannot keep her from doing more than she ought to do” 1916–1918 Although exhausted from her three years as president of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association and ill with tuberculosis, Madge Breckinridge seemingly approached the 1916 legislative session with the same zeal and determination as always. Upon relinquishing the presidency of KERA, she accepted the position of legislative campaign chair, which gave her the responsibility for organizing the drive to get the General Assembly to pass a state constitutional amendment for woman suffrage. On January 4 she formally opened KERA headquarters in Frankfort. Madge stayed in the capital to work for the cause as often as her health would allow, but she found it necessary to delegate much of the responsibility. Nevertheless, she continued an active role in the struggle through her letter writing.1 Because suffragists considered the whiskey interests among their chief opponents, Madge compiled a list of prohibitionist members of the legislature . She felt these men might be persuaded to support suffrage because it would enable them to add many new votes for prohibition. She also invited the British suffragist, actress, and author Beatrice Forbes-Robertson Hale to speak to the legislature and to be a guest in the Breckinridge home. At the same time, Madge persuaded Senator Thomas A. Combs and Representative W. C. G. Hobbs, both Lexington Democrats, to introduce the suffrage bill in their respective chambers. KERA sponsored an elaborate luncheon for a number of house and senate members at the Capital Hotel on January 13, and five days later Madge attended a joint session of the legislature to hear Hale’s address. A week afterward, Madge, KERA president Elise Smith, and several others spoke to the Sen- 193 I Cannot Keep Her from Doing More ate Committee on Suffrage and Elections. After listening to the women, the committee voted to report the bill favorably, and on March 8 it passed the Senate by a 26-8 vote.2 Although encouraged by the senate’s action, Madge realized the chance for success in the house was not nearly so good since the new, “wet” Democratic governor, Augustus Owsley Stanley, would use the powers of his administration to defeat the bill in that body. A native of Henderson in western Kentucky, Stanley had been elected to Congress in 1902 and then had won the race for governor in 1915 by a mere 471 votes. He had made a name for himself as a flamboyant campaigner, eloquent public speaker, and opponent of monopolies and trusts. Although his administration would develop a record for progressive reform, he proved reluctant to embrace woman suffrage. Both Stanley and U.S. senator Ollie James sought to make the issue a partisan one, claiming that it was a movement of Republican women and would help only that party, while some antiprohibitionists came out in favor of submitting both a woman suffrage amendment and a statewide liquor prohibition amendment to the voters, presumably hoping both would fail. Speaking to the House Committee on Constitutional Amendments, Madge refuted the claim that suffrage comprised a partisan issue, pointing out that although Kentucky Republicans had officially endorsed woman suffrage while Democrats had not, many Democrats in Kentucky supported the cause, and the party’s national leader, President Woodrow Wilson, favored woman suffrage by state amendment. Despite the pleas of Madge and several others, the house committee voted 5-4 to report the bill unfavorably. The full house, however, voted 51-40 to put the bill on its calendar, and it also voted 37-35 to refuse to call from committee a bill that would have abolished woman suffrage in school elections. Madge and the other suffragists in the gallery cheered loudly at the announcement of these votes, although the 51-40 tally did not constitute a sufficient majority necessary to bring the suffrage bill to a vote of the full body.3 By the end of February Madge had concluded that the bill might pass the General Assembly, despite Stanley’s opposition. Allegedly, before the legislature even met, the House Rules Committee had been organized in Louisville with the purpose of defeating woman suffrage, but now the governor promised Mary LeBus that he would do nothing further to defeat the measure. In a continuing effort to woo the prohibitionists, the Lexington Women’s Christian Temperance Union gave a banquet for members [3.231.207.239] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 07:45 GMT) 194 Madeline McDowell Breckinridge of the legislature... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813173269
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813125329, 9780813139142
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					820125008
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					368
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	