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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  In the United States the name of the cooperative effort (to preserve species) between the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Kew Royal Botanical Gardens is called “Seeds of Success .” To collect the wild plant seed the BLM in many cases has contracted the work of young botanists through the Student Conservation Association. I was one of those young botanists. In the summer of 2005, we roamed the mountains and valleys of southeastern Idaho in a grand search of plant species. Many times we found a promising ﬂowering population of a plant that had not yet been collected. Then several weeks later when the ﬂower had matured into seed we returned to collect the seed. In this manner our small team collected seeds from about 70 plant species. John Thomas, biology student, Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana It is no accident that the Cherokee refer to the southern Appalachian mountains as “the birthplace of all the plant people .” The genetic material passed on in plants and animals through generations is an evolutionary heritage, a natural equivalent to sacred songs, ceremonial dances, and the solemn passing down of cultural traditions on the human level. Nature in an unheralded manner passes on its tradition through a tortuous process of sorting out living forms that could survive under speci ﬁc environmental conditions of soil, climate, and unusual weather conditions. The wild animals (see chapter 12) and plants CHAPTER 10 Regional Heritage Plants have survived and thrived provided there was no major human or other interference. The land sections of this book include information on restoring damaged land using healthy plant species. Here, our attention is given to plants that are also part of our food chain (nuts, fruits, herbs, and vegetables); when that chain is weakened, our very survival is at stake. Many food plants have been threatened or endangered by monocultural practices in agriculture. It is imperative to question short-term practices that advocate growing certain plants from seeds that are mass produced, using genetically altered plants that can withstand certain pest assaults or weather conditions —and that prove more profitable to corporate interests. We soon forget that these cultivated popular species may have hidden weaknesses that will only come to light when it is too late. Furthermore, these species may not withstand unexpected threats and may be wiped out, as Irish potatoes were in 1848. Biodiversity protection and continuity are crucial for the Earth’s health and our human survival. Reducing that diversity, as is being done by modern seed-propagation techniques and business practices, may ultimately be harmful to the entire biosphere . Good Earth insurance includes plant protection directed at enhancement of our global genetic wealth. Part of healing the Earth is restoring this threatened heritage of native species. We could talk about the answers actual and possible to a host of threats, from rain forests being cut to coral reefs being damaged, from prairie grasses being plowed or trampled to desert ﬂowers being run down by dune buggies. But it is best to restore some food plants well with the strong resolve that the movement will grow to include all plants whether presently useful or not, for biodiversity covers an immense range. We include here four special topics associated with regional heritage concerns: American chestnuts; apples, the grand temperate fruit, including crab apples and exotic varieties; heritage herbs; and seed-saving techniques. Regional Heritage Plants ❖ 125 [3.82.145.95] Project MUSE (2024-04-04 13:36 GMT) 126 ❖ Healing Appalachia AMERICAN CHESTNUTS They also grew behind my house, and one large tree, which almost overshadowed it, was, when in ﬂower, a bouquet which scented the whole neighborhood, but the squirrels and the jays got the most of its fruit; the last coming in ﬂocks early in the morning and picking the nuts out of the burs before they fell. Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) I am too young to remember the blight that killed our chestnuts (Castanea americanus), but I recall a massive 3-foot-diameter ghost trunk on our farm’s border. We kids brought a chunk into the shop where my dad was working; he told us to take it back, as though we had disturbed a grave. My dad kept the farm quite tidy, but he left the chestnut’s grayish white remains for years just where they fell—and we never forgot his hurt. In 1904, a fungus disease, Cryphonectria (formerly Endothia) parasitica, believed to have been imported on Asian chestnuts in the 1880s, reached... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813172170
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813124315, 9780813139005, 9780813191775
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					859679640
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					456
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	